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AGENDA
ωOpening & Welcome Barry Deane, LAWPRO SW Regional Coordinator

ωBackground to the meeting

ωSetting the Scene & the Work of the Local Authority Waters Programme in the Blackwater Catchment -
Community Water Officer ςEllen Murphy, LAWPRO Community Water Officer

ωQ & A Session

ω/ŀǎŜ {ǘǳŘȅΥ ! /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ CƛǎƘ Yƛƭƭ ϧ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ άCǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪǿŀǘŜǊέ ǘȅǇŜ 
catchment management grouping with Ruairí ÓConchúir, LAWPRO Senior Community Water Officer

ωOpen Discussion

ωNext Steps

ωEnd of Meeting



Setting the Scene & the Work of the 
Local Authority Waters Programme 

in the Blackwater Catchment 

Ellen Murphy 

Community Water Officer 
(CWO) Cork



What is LAWPRO?

Local Authority Waters Programme
ÅA national shared service provided to all 31 local 

authorities

ÅLed by Kilkenny & Tipperary Local Authorities

ÅHelp co-ordinate the implementation of Water 
Framework Directiveat Local & Regional level

Water Action Plan 2024
Åtƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ϧ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ

ÅWater Framework Directive (WFD)

ÅAccelerate the identification and implementation 
of the Right Measures In The Right Places 

ÅAim to restore and protect all water bodies



What do we mean by water quality?

EU Water Framework Directive

At least Good

No Decline ς 
Blue Dots



LAWPRO Core Functions

WFD Co-ordination 
Catchment 

Science
Community 
Engagement



Local Catchment Assessment
Identifying issues on the ground

Chemistry 
sampling 

Field chemistry and field 
observations

Biological 
sampling - 
invertebrates 

Biological sampling - 
vegetation 

River walks



Cork - Areas for Action (55)



What is the current Water Quality Status in Cork?



WFD status in the Blackwater catchment



Significant Pressures in monitored waterbodies



What is a catchment?
Let's Talk Catchments

46 catchments in Ireland







[!²twhΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ²ŀǘŜǊ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ

ÇCWDF Projects 

ÇCatchment Support Fund Projects

ÇSmall Grant Scheme

ÇWorld Wetlands Day

ÇHeritage Week ς Water Heritage Day



LAWPRO Funding Calls

ÅCatchment Support Fund

ÅCommunity Water Development 
Fund

ÅSmall Grant Scheme
Åwww.lawaters.ie/funding/

http://www.lawaters.ie/funding/
http://www.lawaters.ie/funding/


Working with Communities




