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Public Meeti'ng

Friends of the Blackwater River
Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Cork, P51 HE63




Local Authority %
BEP- e o =

UJ CILOI D
w4/ Programme

vibront communitias | catchment assassmant | heclhy waters

AGENDA

® Opening & Welcome Barry Deane, LAWPRO SW Regional Coordinator
® Background to the meeting

e Setting the Scene & the Work of the Local Authority Waters Programme in the Blackwater Catchment -
Community Water Officer — Ellen Murphy, LAWPRO Community Water Officer

e (Q & A Session

e Case Study: A Community Response to a Fish Kill & Options for establishing a “Friends of the Blackwater” type
catchment management grouping with Ruairi OConchuir, LAWPRO Senior Community Water Officer

e Open Discussion

e Next Steps

¢ End of Meeting

Hlbernlan Hotel
Mallow, Co. Cork
P51 HE63

. Weclnesda
28" January 2026
7.30pm &

The Local Authority Waters Progru;nme (LAWPRO).invites you to a
community meeting fo-discuss water quality on the Blackwater River

» Explore options fo establish a catchment management group
» Find out about funding opportunities for water quality projects
» learn about LAWPRO's work in the Blackwater catchment
Haveyour say, share yourknowledge and help

restore, protect and enhafice this vital‘waterway.

The meeting is free and all are welcome:
Teda/coffee will'be provided.

Scan fo register

www.lawaters.ie
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Local Authority Waters Programme

* A national shared service provided to all 31 local
authorities

* Led by Kilkenny & Tipperary Local Authorities

* Help co-ordinate the implementation of Water
Framework Directive at Local & Regional level

Water Action Plan 2024
* Plan to protect & restore Ireland’s natural waters
* Water Framework Directive (WFD)

* Accelerate the identification and implementation
of the Right Measures In The Right Places

* Aim to restore and protect all water bodies

Rialtas na hEireann
Government of Ireland

WaterAction
Plan 2024

A River Basin Management
Plan for Ireland
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Catchment Community

WEFD Co-ordination :
Science ngagement

Phosphate
Vit




P Local Catchment Assessment
|dentifying issues on the ground

Biological sampling -
vegetation

Biological e
sampling - S 4 '
invertebrates

Chemistry
sampling
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Cork - Areas for Action (55)

R 7 o o) oI —

0 10 20 km P Ve ~_
a v \\\“J
. - i y //’ ahes
) [ "/ ,,/
Third Cycle AFAs - Cork /') 55 o5
S —— ."._—/ 34 whme

=1 Blue Dot Areas for Action LAWPRO and Others N \ “";'-,.»m
[ | LA Areas for Restoration Local Authorities ‘\/ i?-'--

g [ Prioritised Areas for Action LAWPRO
/ [0 public Health Areas for Restoration NFGWS, IW, HSE, LAs, SFPA  ~+- - e
" ot

|| LA Areas for Protection Local Authorities A=
I Public Health Areas for Protection NFGWS, IW, HSE, LAs, SFPA
[ cork county boundary 7
:] SW region outline
OSI Medium Scale >7500 L e
ITM_basemap_ms_premium

......

.........

.....




atérse  What is the current Water Quality Status in Cork?

**" w4 Programme
vibront communitias | cofchmant assassmant | heckhy waters
B High [ Good [ 1] Moderate 1 Poor
B Bad Unassigned
River _ 52% 24% 495
Lake 36% 455 13%
Transitional 42% 33%
Groundwater




e WED status in the Blackwater catchment
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Watersg Significant Pressures in monitored waterbodies
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(JCWDF Projects

(JCatchment Support Fund Projects

(Small Grant Scheme

JdWorld Wetlands Day

(JHeritage Week — Water Heritage Day
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LAWPRO Funding Calls

e Catchment Support Fund

* Community Water Development
Fund

e Small Grant Scheme
 www.lawaters.ie/funding/



http://www.lawaters.ie/funding/
http://www.lawaters.ie/funding/

Working with Communities
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Water Framework Framework Directive (under Article 14) and is a
key process in Integrated Catchment

Directive (WFD) Management
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Watersg Action in the Blackwater Catchment
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Please sign our
contact sheet
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e Case Study: A Community Response to a Fish Kill & Options for establishing a
”Friend,s of the Blackwater” type catchment management grouping with
Ruairi OConchuir, LAWPRO Senior Community Water Officer

e Open Discussion

‘Weclnesda ‘ Hlbernlan Hotel
28" Janudry 2026 . Mallow, Co. Cork

i

7.30pm L P51HE63

The Local Authority Waters Prograhme (LAWPRO).invites you to a
community meeting fo-discuss water quality on the Blackwater River

® N eXt Ste ps » Explore options fo establish a catchment management group

» Find out about funding opportunities for water quality projects

» learn about LAWPRO's work in the Blackwater catchment

Haveyour say, share yourknowledge and help
restore, protect and enhafice this vital‘waterway.

The meeting is free and all are welcome:
Teda/coffee will'be provided.

www.lawaters.ie

e End of Meeting
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Case Study: A Community Response to a
Fish Kill & Options for establishing a
“Friends of the Blackwater” type
catchment management grouping

31(')-;

Ruairi O Conchuir
LAWPRO Senior Community Water Officer
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Friends of the Blackwater River
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Image: Rairi O Conchiir
Ruairi O Conchiir — Senior CWO, South West Region  w
28™ January 2026
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Case Study:

A Community Response
to a Major Fish Kill

Restore Ballymacraven River Association
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Impact of Fish Kill
Turning A Negative Into A Positive

Restore Ballymacraven River
Association

e . I
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Background to the establishment of the
Restore Ballymacraven River Association




el Aoy | FIsh Kill On the Ballymacraven River (early May 2023)

Fish kill on the Ballymacraven River (early May
2023) resulting in loss of an estimated 2,000 fish on
a 2.6 km stretch of the Ballymacraven rivers
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The Community Response
Turning A Negative Into A Positive

A Fish Wake on the Square in
Ennistymon
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THE IRISH TIMES
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Ecological tragedy in Clare heralds imminent water crisis in Ireland

Ballymacraven river may never recover from pollution that killed thousands of
fish, an incident that highlights an even wider problem as the State’s water
treatment infrastructure creaks under growing pressure

RTEHOO News Sport Entertainment Business Lifestyle Culture Gaeilge Player TV Radio

News » Munster » Politics Regional Ireland Middle East Climate Nuacht World Programmes

Up to 2,000 fish killed in Co Clare river -
Inland Fisheries Ireland

00
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Uisce Eireann to pay over €15,000 after
'very significant fish Kill’

'/- By Contributor Share this article
N\'Z February 19,2024 530 PM 00 X




Restore Ballymacraven
River Association

A Resilient community, A Resilient g;,, .
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Calling Local Volunteers

Come Celebrate World Wetlands Day
on Saturday 1* February 2025 @ 11am

River Walk & Talk, River Clean-up, Tree
Planting & Networking

Woetld Wetkands D s o Zlobal cvent aelebmanng “he coporscee of ectloods, Tlos sear's e s “Pasochog
e Jue Oue Ceauney Fotuee ™ To anek s ooenl. sou cov wevziad v celeoacle Alroads o Necth

Clare wtth the Restore Ballynacraven River Assnclation (RBRA). This sical enrenunity
event wall fecus oo expleacg the copedioar of wersds aud sl welide 2 “Walgand Talk™, & overclena<p
ané Iree plaalicg ic associzicn wiltk Tometree. alung (ke Ballymucraven River. The [l elenen, will ke
followed by a netwerking evaet with tez £ colfae and sccnes in the Falls Eatel. The avent will sxplare Sow
wellands, ke the luaph Barsny aod the Bellycmemyen Riven, help susgac medaciny and Lelp sddross
clemzle chaage. T widll aleo Jovas un how we cm wirk in pe | warvs Lo prutec o
eorynan fithiee: seponming earaysiem and kamoa wallbaing,
event aod s @ oarat bl

siles Jur our
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> Lol Anthoety Waress Poogonmime [LAWPRO)

Plesas hong spoavgaate fo arand Sochieg and (F yeo s rapartoee o e avcs eloan-nn o e plant @,
please brme gloves, hesvy duty bags, and a spade. AL o these wzll wlse be provided.

Meeting:  River path, Falls Hotel, Ennistymon V95 D2PC
When: Saturday, 1* February 2025 @ 11am

Free Fvent  All Welcome

Followed by a networking cvent with teascoffice & sconcs in the Falls Hotel
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Building Community Capacity to Respond to the Fish Kill
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Building Partnerships
and Establishing A Monitoring Baseline
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bl Small streams matter

Small Streams represent 77% of the length of the Irish river network
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Using a Nature Based Approach to River Restoration
Using large woody debris to add river complexity
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Riparian Planting
Following the removal of significant areas of
alien invasive Cherry Laurel, a large scale
programme of native tree planting has been
ongoing since Nov. 2024

3,300 trees planted




What’s happening at a National Level?

Establishment of five (5)
Catchment Community Forums
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5 Pilot Catchment
Community Fora

/™ Newry, Fane, p
e Glyde and Dee

Mal Bay Catchment
Community Forum
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Uﬁ\h'_é Imaginary Friends of the Blackwater ICM Group
QLer

Working at Catchment Scale

Citizen Science [ Fish Passage [Bog Restoralion] [Liﬂer Clean Up ] [Woody Debris Fencing Leaky Dam Bank Sfabullsahon
! -

A
0\ T
L “| —
B,
" 2

l -
- AQ”L"'

-“P- v U LL)W‘ & [Ramgorden/weﬂﬂnd]




ui‘h"é Imaginary Friends of the Blackwater ICM Group
QLer

Working at Catchment Scale
N

Citizen Science Litter Clean Up

Invasive Species
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Tree Planting

Hard Surface
Removal

S Ty Rainwater Planter

Raingarden/Wetland
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Imaginary Friends of the Blackwater ICM Group
Working at Catchment Scale
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Local Authority Waters Programme
www.lawaters.1e

EPA: Water Quality, Maps & Newsletter
www.catchments.ie



http://www.lawaters.ie/
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Thank You

Ruairi O Conchuir
roconchuir@lawaters.ie / 085 808 3715
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AGENDA

e Open Discussion

Local Authority #

e Next Steps

'Wednesdd' | HiBérnian Hotel
28" January 2026 . Mallow, Co. Cork
7.30pm 15 P51 HE63

The Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO).invites you to a
community meeting fo-discuss water quality on the Blackwater River

» Explore options fo establish a catchment management group

» Find out about funding opportunities for water quality projects

» learn about LAWPRO's work in the Blackwater catchment

Haveyour say, share yourknowledge and help
restore, protect and enhafice this vital‘waterway.

The meeting is free and all are welcome

Teda/coffee will'be provided. Scan fo r(.e;;isfr
End of Meeting

www.lawaters.ie
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