
Water Quality in Tipperary 
Community Information Meeting ς25th November 2025



Meeting format

ÅSuir Catchment ς Fran

ÅWater Quality in Suir ς 
Ruth

ÅCommunity Actions in 
Suir ς CWO/MM

ÅCabragh Wetlands ς 
Michael Long



Protecting water quality brings many benefits 
for Irish society



Value of water
Marine tourism

Angling tourism

Outdoor recreation

International market reputation (Origen green)

Industry / processing

Drinking water

ΧǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǘǎΩ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ

*Socio-economic Study of Recreational Angling in Ireland  

Economic and Social Research Institute 
ό9{wLύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ψ!ƴƎƭŜǊ tŀƴŜƭΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ 
suggests that over 327,000 adults resident 
in Ireland like to fish and that Irish anglers 
alone spent an average of ϵсолƳ a year on 
their fishing between the years 2018-
2020*.



Understanding Irish Rivers

ÅFlow

ÅSlope

ÅShape

ÅSoil / rock (substrate)

ÅVegetation

ÅType of human activity





LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ 
balanced approach to 
managing our river ς 
its leads to problems

ÅPollution

ÅIncreased flood risk

ÅLoss of amenity

ÅImpacts on the local economy

ÅBiodiversity / Wildlife

ÅCan even affect housing provision



Rapid assessment of water quality indicators downstream and 
upstream of Thurles Bridge on 11/09/24



Kick sample to look at water quality indicator aquatic bugs

High level of silt evident



Kick sample 
taken down stream 
of Thurles Bridge on 11/09/24

ÅVery poor result
ÅAlmost no aquatic life
ÅA few water shrimps 

(Gammarus), some biting 
midge larvae (Simuliium) 
Extensive Cladophora 
algae

ÅNo invertebrates typical 
of clean water such as 
mayflies or stoneflies  - 
essential food for trout 
and salmon.



High level of silt and algae (below) and river weed (above) 



High level of silt (below) and river plant growth evident 
(above) upstream



Weir blocking fish migration in Roscrea



²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΚ ΧǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ



Urban pollution sources

Wastewater Septic tank



Sewage and stormwater networks in housing 
developments



Older systems stormwater and sewage use the 
same pipes



More intense rainfall increases risk to Storm Water 
and combined Sewer Network in settlement areas

Increasing volumes of water may 
exceed design capacity of storm 
water network (gullies, underground 
pipes etc).

Combined sewer networks if 
flooded out will lead to pollution 
discharges 



Courtesy of Uisce Éireann

Rain water 
to River

Combined sewer

What a combined sewer looks like 

Discharging to a river during rainstorm

Sewage

River



TimeGroundwater infiltration

Domestic

Rainfall 
runoff/inflow

Combined sewer: 10-30 x DWF

Average Dry Weather Flow (DWF)

Flow

Foul only: 3 x DWF

Flow generated by 6mm rain 
(6month 1hour storm) 

on 1 hectare of hardstanding is 

approximately equivalent to the

 peak domestic wastewater flow of 

1,000 residential units 

Urban Runoff Impact on Wastewater Systems

Slide courtesy Francis Finnerty, Uisce Eireann



Pollution from motor 
traffic

Müller et al 2020. The pollution conveyed by urban runoff: A review of sources. Science of 
the total environment. Vol 709. 

Dungarvan, WaterfordBarntown, Wexford



Example of Stormflow impact on Clashawley River, 
Fethard, Co. Tipperary during low flow river water 
levels, after a localised shower of rain in 2019. Source 
J. Gilleran, EFO, IFI Clonmel







Drainage and land 

restructuring ï if 

not managed 

appropriately



16/05/12 and even prior to new drainage in 2013

02/09/14 and even after new drainage




