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LAWPRO
Community Water Development Fund

Guidelines for
2026

This scheme is subject to the availability of funding
to the Local Authority Waters Programme in 2026.

The Fund is administered by the Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) on behalf of the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

An Roinn Tithiochta,

Rialtais Aitiuil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housing,

Local Government and Heritage
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Community Water Development Fund — Open Call 2026

Who can apply? Non eligible expenditure

* Not-for-profit Community and * Projects that solely benefit an individual

Voluntary Groups * Teaching/staff in schools

Rural Networks e Staff costs

Urban Networks * Travel and transport costs (except in

Environmental NGOs exceptional circumstances)

Clubs, Associations * Equipment, unless directly associated with the
project

Other appropriate bodies
* Income generating projects

* Overheads, ongoing running costs

* |nsurance
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Only one application per not-for-profit group % X &;3'
Medium grant awards of €5,000 - €25,000 I

Larger grant awards €25,000 - €40,000 (or more subject to adherence to procurement)
No compulsory cash match funding requirement

Awards of up to 100% of eligible costs

2025 grants must be drawn down before 6™ Dec 2025 to be eligible to apply

New timelines for 2026

Looking for a smaller number of larger scale projects

Projects must demonstrate direct water quality actions QUAL'TY
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Types of Projects — CWDF
Open Call 2026
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River restoration
E.g. reinstatement of natural processes, preparation
of river restoration plans.

Nature-based solutions — Urban
E.g. rainwater planters, rain gardens, hard surface removal,
rainwater management plans etc.

Nature-based solutions — Rural

Wetlands/ponds, leaky dam, Silt trapping or ‘Slow the Flow’
Natural Flood Retention Measures (e.g. the addition of large woody
debris to drains), Flood management measures (e.g., Swales,
attenuation ponds), catchment woodlands, etc.

Protected Area Projects

Projects in support of protection/restoration of
drinking water sources, bathing waters, shellfish
waters, or water dependent habitats/species, e.g.
salmon, freshwater pearl mussel.

Pathway interception measures

(To reduce phosphorus, microbial pathogens) —e.g. Riparian
planting —trees, fencing, closing off cattle access point with
provision of cattle drinkers, hedge planting, etc.

Surveys

E.g. wetland surveys, water quality assessments
(macroinvertebrates, fish, chemistry, etc), fluvial geomorphology
assessments etc.

Fish barrier mitigation (Note 1)
E.g. feasibility reports, remediation of fish barrier
etc.

Permissions & Consents
E.g. Appropriate Assessment Screening, Planning permission,
etc.

Fish habitat enhancement (Note 1).

Reports
E.g. Feasibility Reports for scoping medium to large
scale projects.

Landscape management actions

E.g. Invasive Alien Species (IAS) surveys, biosecurity
programmes, |IAS treatment (Note 2), IAS removal (Note 2) etc;
Bog restoration*** — e.g. conserve and improve. the quality of
blanket bogs and associated habitats (Note 2).

Education Programme & Training Delivery

E.g. Citizen Science; Outdoor classrooms; development of
primary of secondary level educations programmes and local
delivery; participatory workshops; development of media, or
online/social media products; information/training sessions; or
collaborative projects.

Blue Dot Catchments Projects (Note 3)
Projects for the protection and restoration of
Ireland’s network of blue dot waters in support of
the Blue Dot Catchments Programme.

Biodiversity (Note 4)

Riparian management/tree planting, planting of native
species/hedgerows, de-tunneling, green space development,
Creation of habitat near river, lake, wetland; projects in support
of the National Biodiversity Action Plan.

Water conservation measures
E.g. Rainwater harvesting.

Climate action (Note 4)
Water project with co-benefits for climate; Projects
in support of the Climate Action Plan.

Bespoke Projects
Innovative projects in support of water quality action delivery
will be considered.

Note 1. Consultation with IFl is mandatory.

Note 2. Consultation with NPWS and/or Local Authority Biodiversity
Officer mandatory.

Note 3. Consultation with LAWPRQ's Blue Dot Catchments team
recommended.

Note 4 Must have 3 water aualitv benefit



Local Authority#
Iyl A=

e & Blue Dot Catchments

vibrant communities | catchment assessment | healthy waters

* High Status Objective Waterbodies

* A network of 402 waterbodies considered capable of
achieving our highest water quality standards

* Blue Dots support our best ecology and some of our
most iconic and protected species (Trout, Salmon,
Char, Pearl Mussel, etc.)

* Majority of Blue Dots along the Western seaboard,
Wicklow and mountainous areas of the Midlands and
South

I Blue Dot Cycle 2

A 0 25 50 kn"u New Blue Dot Cycle 3

[] Counties
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* Currently fewer than half achieving high ecological
status

* Less able to absorb pressures so very sensitive
* Affected mainly by agricultural and forestry pressure
e Particularly physical modifications such as drainage

* Projectsin Blue Dots are given priority for the CWDF
(increase your chances of getting funding!)

* Beinwith a chance to win the Blue Dot Award 2026
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Go to: https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/Water

To check if in a Priority Area | Click the Taking Action Tab

for Action WED Areas for Action
To check if an At-Risk Click the Status & Risk tab WFD
waterbody Risk 3 Cycle

To check if a Blue Dot/High Click the Status & Risk tab High
Status Objective Status Objective
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Supplies & Services
<€5k : Seek 1 written quotation
€5,000 to €50,000: Seek 3 written

quotations
>€50k: Publish on etenders

Works

<€5k: Seek 1 written quotation
€5k to €200k: Seek 5 written tenders

>€200k: Open Procedure. Publish
on etenders

Procurement Guidelines a

Works Related Services (i.e. engineering

services, architects, project management, quantity
surveying etc)

<€5k: Seek 1 written quotation
€5k to €50k : Seek 5 written tenders
> €50k: Open Procedure. Publish on
etenders

Further Information:

*Government Procurement Guidelines on Goods and
Services — here

eConstruction procurement —
www.constructionprocurement.gov.ie

*Costs which require an e-tender -
www.etenders.gov.ie

** Applicants must ensure that all submitted quotation(s) and costings in respect

of each cost item are inclusive of VAT.**
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Status of waterbody ) ((Zjommunlltg /b|- Actions proposed Pottehntlal Ln;p:)act c;n:(tl:e Ability to finance and
andowner / Public catchmen e-ne its to manage the project
Body Engagement community
Check the location of Local partnerships Clear aims Benefits of project Bank account
your waterbody here Match fundin
Permissions (e.g. Achievable within Replicable 8
planning; SEA; AA; timelines Impact Is your project a fit for this
landowner consent; fund?
Method statement Water quality actions
leases) Quotati
Work Plan uotations

Demonstrate if you Track record
engage community

on water quality Engagement with CWO

e T e e S ey
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* Develop a clear vision for project outcomes — benefits for water quality —[ 2026 |—

Funded by LAWPRO

e Engage with your local Community Water Officer communities Team - Local Authority Water Programme (lawaters.ie)
y Yy

* Track project progress (photographs, videos, blogs, etc.)
* Local pressreleases/interview on localradio

* Please acknowledge the support of LAWPRO, the Dept. of Housing, Local Government & Heritage, other funding
bodies and the wider community

* Maintain all records (Minutes of meetings, invoices, etc)
* Participate in key water calendar events (e.g. World Wetland Day, River Day, Biodiversity Week, Heritage Week, etc)

LAWPRO Small Grants and Events Scheme...

o An Roinn Tithiochta,
/7 | Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta
b\ /ot Department of Housing,
b o Local Government and Heritage

Facebook: @LAWPROteam
Twitter: @WatersProgramme
#LAWPROfund


https://lawaters.ie/team/communities-team/#filter=*
https://lawaters.ie/team/communities-team/#filter=*
https://lawaters.ie/team/communities-team/#filter=*
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Public Relations events, Launches, Media Events

Where successful applicants are hosting a water related event or launch event associated with
the CWDF funding provided during the period of the funding (2026), the successful applicant MUST
liaise as soon as possible with their local CWO/LAWPRO staff to ensure that all relevant
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage Ministers are notified well in advance in
order to allow them the option of attending. If successful, you will receive a communications
plan with your grant letter of offer. Successful applicants are required to share data
and information from funded project/event outcomes with LAWPRO for promotion and
reporting purposes.

Relevant Government Ministers should be invited in their capacity as Minister rather than
constituency TD where relevant. The current relevant Ministers are:

* Minister James Browne - Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage of Ireland

* Minister Christopher O’Sullivan - Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage of Ireland (Nature Heritage & Biodiversity)

¢« Minister John Cummins - Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage (Local Government & Planning).
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Contact Details
LAWPRO
Community Water Officers
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Ruain O Conchuir

South West Region

035 808 3715

roconchuir@lawaters.ie

Ellem Murphey Cork 085 850 0392 Ei lawaters.ie
Colum Walsh Clare, Limerick 085 870 9575 cwalsh@lawaters.ie
Elathmaid O Loughlin Kerry 085 ZF2 0571 boloughlin@lawaters.ie

Bazil Mannion

Mid East Region

Luke Drea Western Region 085 8544053 ldrea@lawaters.ie

Janst Laffey East Galway, 035 220 0593 | jlaff rs.ie
Roscommon

Eanna Hyland Mayo, Morth 085 8550921 ehyvland@avwaters.ie
Roscommon

0358599514

bmannicn@lavaters.ie

Justin bvory Duin Lacghaire- Rathdown,| 085 8520548 jivoryElavwaters.ie
Wicklows,

Eanna Gallagher Dublin City, Fingal 085 87168946 egallapher@lawaters.ie

Dravid Quinmn Westmeath, Longford, 085 833353393 dguinn@awaters.ie

Ruth Gaj Mckeever South Dublin Co. Co. Kildare| 0835 83500311 remckeever@lawaters.ie

Donnacha Ryan Offaly, Meath 0858333395 dirya: lawaters.ie

Andy Hallewvsell

Border Region

Maggie Morrissey South East Region 0835 B0&R533 mmorrissey@lawaters. ie
David Rafter Wexford and Carlows 0853544507 drafie waters.ie
Ann Fhelan Kilkenmy and Laocis 085 8084067 aphelan@lawaters.ie

0352200601

ahallewell@lawaters.ie

Lisa McDaniel

Donegal

035 8500372

Imcdaniel@awvwaters.ie

Luke Kenny

Sligo, Leitrim

lkenmyiElavwaters.ie

Eceghan Connaughton

Carvan, Monaghan, Louth

EConnavehton@lawaters.ie
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Launch of Community Water Development Fund — [ 2026 |—
+ issue of press release by LAWPRO/DHLGH Funded by LAWPRO
— 20th Jan 2026 Closing date for applications

PA R ET B 22 1 P Sereening/additional info/analysis
.ol o- ko Internal evaluation (LAWPRO)
Week of 16 Feb 2026 External evaluation (IFl, EPA and DHLGH)
\EE e e B P PISBB  Review and sign off by Senior Management Team

Week of 23 Feb 2026 Letters of offer and grant agreement

Week of 23 Feb 2026 Issue of press release by LAWPRO/DHLGH

End of Oct 2026 Project completion deadline

Mid Nov 2026 * Finalreport and drawdown forms

R i ——— e B
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* Application portal and guidelines will be available.

S& LAWPRO Small Grant & Events Scheme 2026

unities | catchment assessment | healthy waters

vibrant comm

Rolling call for smaller scale community water quality actions and awareness projects

ﬁ GOAL WITHOUT b
A DEADLINE
IS JUST A

Grants range from €100 to €5,000 (in exceptional cases)

Less rigorous application and assessment process

Must contact CWO in advance of applying

e
smaller scale (lower cost) projects —&

River restoration plans / feasibility studies

Screening for Appropriate Assessment/other environmental reports and plans
Match funding with other funding streams

Water conservation

Rainwater harvesting

Biodiversity workshops

Citizen Science

Water related events
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Community Water Development Fund 2026

An Roinn Tithiochta, ]I-DC“: AU”":”-"Y .
Rialtais Aitiail agus Oidhreachta LI IILETS S
Department of Housing, v@

Local Government and Heritage

vibrant communities calchment assessment I‘ll'ill'i']' wdlers

The Community Water Development Fund is supported by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, under the Water Action Plan for
Ireland 2024-2027.

Welcome to the online grants portal. Please download the Guidelines to this funding stream and familiarise yourself with the scheme.
Download: Community Water Development Fund Open Call Guidelines 2026
Download a word version of the Questions on application form from which you can copy and paste to the portal.

The Scheme has been in existence since 2018 when we awarded €180,000 and has grown to €1,047,000 worth of awards in 2025. Some changes have been
introduced to the Scheme for 2026:

1. Minimum grant award of €5,000 & Medium size €5000 to €25,000.
2. Maximum grant award of between €25,000 to €40,000 or more subject to procurement.
Please note that a Small Grants and Events Scheme will be available all year round for projects / initiatives seeking less than €5,000. Please contact

your Community Water Officer to discuss.

3.Where successful applicants propose to engage in public launch events/promotional events they MUST contact their local CWO or other LAWPRO staff in

advance to ensure that appropriate arrangements are put in place.
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LAWPRO
Community Water Development Fund

Guidelines for
2026

This scheme is subject to the availability of funding
to the Local Authority Waters Programme in 2026.

The Fund is administered by the Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) on behalf of the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

a (

— b Local Government and Heritage _ -

An Roinn Tithiochia,
Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housing,
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O & G I vimeo

How to register on LAWPRO grants portal video:
Local Authority Waters Programme



https://vimeo.com/user123009683
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