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Community Water Development Fund – Open Call 2026

Who can apply?

• Not-for-profit Community and 
Voluntary Groups

• Rural Networks

• Urban Networks

• Environmental NGOs

• Clubs, Associations

• Other appropriate bodies

Non eligible expenditure

• Projects that solely benefit an individual

• Teaching/staff in schools

• Staff costs

• Travel and transport costs (except in 
exceptional circumstances)

• Equipment, unless directly associated with the 
project

• Income generating projects 

• Overheads, ongoing running costs

• Insurance



Points to note CWDF Open Call - 2026

•    Only one application per not-for-profit group

•    Medium grant awards of €5,000 - €25,000

•    Larger grant awards €25,000 - €40,000 (or more subject to adherence to procurement)  

•    No compulsory cash match funding requirement 

•    Awards of up to 100% of eligible costs

•    2025 grants must be drawn down before 6th Dec 2025 to be eligible to apply

•    New timelines for 2026

•     Looking for a smaller number of larger scale projects

•     Projects must demonstrate direct water quality actions



River restoration
E.g. reinstatement of natural processes, preparation 
of river restoration plans.

Nature-based solutions – Urban
E.g. rainwater planters, rain gardens, hard surface removal, 
rainwater management plans etc.

Nature-based solutions – Rural  
Wetlands/ponds, leaky dam, Silt trapping or ‘Slow the Flow’ 
Natural Flood Retention Measures (e.g. the addition of large woody 
debris to drains), Flood management measures (e.g., Swales, 
attenuation ponds), catchment woodlands, etc.

Protected Area Projects  
Projects in support of protection/restoration of 
drinking water sources, bathing waters, shellfish 
waters, or water dependent habitats/species, e.g. 
salmon, freshwater pearl mussel.

Pathway interception measures
(To reduce phosphorus, microbial pathogens) – e.g. Riparian 
planting – trees, fencing, closing off cattle access point with 
provision of cattle drinkers, hedge planting, etc.

Surveys
E.g. wetland surveys, water quality assessments 
(macroinvertebrates, fish, chemistry, etc), fluvial geomorphology 
assessments etc.

Fish barrier mitigation (Note 1) 
E.g. feasibility reports, remediation of fish barrier 
etc.

Permissions & Consents
E.g. Appropriate Assessment Screening, Planning permission, 
etc.

Fish habitat enhancement (Note 1).

Reports
E.g. Feasibility Reports for scoping medium to large 
scale projects.

Landscape management actions
E.g. Invasive Alien Species (IAS) surveys, biosecurity 
programmes, IAS treatment (Note 2), IAS removal (Note 2) etc; 
Bog restoration*** – e.g. conserve and improve. the quality of 
blanket bogs and associated habitats (Note 2).

Education Programme & Training Delivery
E.g. Citizen Science; Outdoor classrooms; development of 
primary of secondary level educations programmes and local 
delivery; participatory workshops; development of media, or 
online/social media products; information/training sessions; or 
collaborative projects.

Blue Dot Catchments Projects (Note 3) 
Projects for the protection and restoration of 
Ireland’s network of blue dot waters in support of 
the Blue Dot Catchments Programme.

Biodiversity (Note 4)  
Riparian management/tree planting, planting of native 
species/hedgerows, de-tunneling, green space development, 
Creation of habitat near river, lake, wetland; projects in support 
of the National Biodiversity Action Plan.

Water conservation measures
E.g. Rainwater harvesting.

Climate action (Note 4)  
Water project with co-benefits for climate; Projects 
in support of the Climate Action Plan.

Bespoke Projects
Innovative projects in support of water quality action delivery 
will be considered.

Note 1. Consultation with IFI is mandatory.
Note 2. Consultation with NPWS and/or Local Authority Biodiversity 
Officer mandatory.
Note 3. Consultation with LAWPRO’s Blue Dot Catchments team 
recommended.
Note 4. Must have a water quality benefit.

Types of Projects – CWDF 
Open Call 2026 



Blue Dot Catchments

• High Status Objective Waterbodies

• A network of 402 waterbodies considered capable of 
achieving our highest water quality standards

• Blue Dots support our best ecology and some of our 
most iconic and protected species (Trout, Salmon, 
Char, Pearl Mussel, etc.)

• Majority of Blue Dots along the Western seaboard, 
Wicklow and mountainous areas of the Midlands and 
South



• Currently fewer than half achieving high ecological 
status

• Less able to absorb pressures so very sensitive

• Affected mainly by agricultural and forestry pressure

• Particularly physical modifications such as drainage

• Projects in Blue Dots are given priority for the CWDF 
(increase your chances of getting funding!)

• Be in with a chance to win the Blue Dot Award 2026

Blue Dots



Check the status of your waterbody

To check if in a Priority Area 
for Action

Click the Taking Action Tab 

WFD Areas for Action 

To check if an At-Risk 
waterbody

Click the Status & Risk tab WFD 
Risk 3rd Cycle

To check if a Blue Dot/High 
Status Objective

Click the Status & Risk tab High 
Status Objective

Go to: https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/Water 

https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/Water


Procurement Guidelines



Assessment Criteria

here

Status of waterbody

Check the location of 
your waterbody here

Community / 
Landowner / Public 
Body Engagement

Local partnerships

Permissions (e.g. 
planning; SEA; AA; 

landowner consent; 
leases)

Demonstrate if you 
engage community 

on water quality

Actions proposed

Clear aims

Achievable within 
timelines

Method statement

Work Plan

Potential impact on the 
catchment / benefits to 

community

Benefits of project

Replicable

Impact

Water quality actions 

Ability to finance and 
manage the project

Bank account 
Match funding

Is your project a fit for this 
fund?

Quotations

Track record

Engagement with CWO

https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/Water
https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/Water


CWDF Open Call 2026
Communications Plan

• Develop a clear vision for project outcomes – benefits for water quality
• Engage with your local Community Water Officer Communities Team - Local Authority Water Programme (lawaters.ie)

• Track project progress (photographs, videos, blogs, etc.)
• Local press releases / interview on local radio
• Please acknowledge the support of LAWPRO, the Dept. of Housing, Local Government & Heritage, other funding 

bodies and the wider community
• Maintain all records (Minutes of meetings, invoices, etc)
• Participate in key water calendar events (e.g. World Wetland Day, River Day, Biodiversity Week, Heritage Week, etc)

LAWPRO Small Grants and Events Scheme…

Facebook: @LAWPROteam

Twitter: @WatersProgramme 

#LAWPROfund

https://lawaters.ie/team/communities-team/#filter=*
https://lawaters.ie/team/communities-team/#filter=*
https://lawaters.ie/team/communities-team/#filter=*


Public Relations events, Launches, Media Events



Contact Details
LAWPRO

Community Water Officers



CWDF Open Call Timeframe 2026



LAWPRO Small Grant & Events Scheme 2026

• Rolling call for smaller scale community water quality actions and awareness projects

• Grants range from €100 to €5,000 (in exceptional cases)

• Less rigorous application and assessment process

• Must contact CWO in advance of applying

• Application portal and guidelines will be available.

Types of projects elements - smaller scale (lower cost) projects
- River restoration plans / feasibility studies
- Screening for Appropriate Assessment/other environmental reports and plans
- Match funding with other funding streams
- Water conservation 
- Rainwater harvesting
- Biodiversity workshops 
- Citizen Science 
- Water related events



Funding synergies



State funds administered by Local Authorities







How to register on LAWPRO grants portal video: 
Local Authority Waters Programme

2026

https://vimeo.com/user123009683


Basil Mannion 
Community Funding Lead 

Local Authority Waters Programme
Clár Uiscí na nÚdarás Áitiúil
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