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Meeting structure

* Presentation
— 15 - 20 minutes

e Questions and Answers
— 10 - 20 minutes

e Stand Engagement
— 30 - 60 minutes

 We have a sign-up sheet at the LAWPRO table if you
want to be kept up to date with our work e.g.
newsletter

RSN



Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO)

e Shared Service across all Local Authorities

5 Regions — Border, West, Southwest,
Southeast, and Midlands and east

— (Clare, Limerick, Kerry and Cork = South-
western region)

e 2016 — Communities team

e 2018 — Catchment Assessment team

e 2019 — Blue Dot Catchments Programme
e 2024 - Farming for Water EIP




Water Action Plan 2024

Caomenrent of lrekad

Launched September 2024 | e

. Government commitment to protecting & restoring Ireland’s
natural waters by complying with the requirements of the Water WaterAction
Framework Directive Plan 2024
A River Basin Management
. Accelerate the identification and implementation of the right Plan for freland
measures in the right places to both restore and protect all water
bodies
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What do we mean by water quality?

EU Water Framework Directive
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All surface waters must achieve at least Good Ecological Status by 2027




Water quality in Killaloe Municipal District

WEFD Status (%) of Rivers in Municipal District of Killaloe - Monitored only
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Local Authority * Water Framework Directive Status
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What impacts our water?




Water Catchments ~
WHERE WE LIVE, WORK & PLAY

Forestry
Pressures

Agricultural
Pressures

Drinking
Water
Abstraction

Urban Run-
Off
Pressures

Dwelling
Pressures

Recreation
Pressures

Protecting the water enviror
will benefit future generations



Pressures in Killaloe Municipal District

Significant Pressure in At risk waters in Municipal District of Killaloe

Abstractions [ 1
PR S— * Anthropogenic Pressures

Urban Run-off - I 3 — Unknown in most cases
Domestic Waste Water | I 3

 Hydromorphology

Invasive Species | :
— Shape and flow
Anthropogenic Pressures [ ©

Hydromorphology [, 15

Forestry | 15

Agricutture |, 01




What are we are doing




* Prio rlty Areas for Action [ < \Water Framework Directive Status |

Killaloe Municipal District

e Detailed assessment of
water quality

* Eight areas intersect
Killaloe MD

e 42 of 67 waterbodies
are in an Area for Action

 Mostly LAWPRO led —

red areas
’—_——



Local Catchment Assessment
Finding issues on the ground

Field chemistry and field
observations




Referrals

* When we find issues, we let people know
— Agriculture, we refer to ASSAP
— Forestry, we refer to Forest Service

— Licensed discharges, we refer to Local Authority or Environmental
Protection Agency etc.

 Measures can be used then to address the impact




What is The ASSAP?

= Agricultural Sustainability Support and
Advisory Programme

= Focus is on improving water quality in Priority
Areas for Action (PAA)

* Provides free & confidential farm advice and
acceptance is voluntary

* Industry, government, farm orgs collaboration

~

44 Advisors - 20 Teagasc, 24 from Dairy Co-ops

Work in collaboration with Local Authority Waters Programme
(LAWPRO)

LAWPRO - scientific investigation; LCA, desk study,
chemical, biological, hydro morphology etc., assess streams

Provide referrals to advisors to focus farm visits
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Aims to tackle water quality issues while
promoting sustainable agricultural practices
and delivering environmental benefits

— Led by LAWPRO in partnership with Teagasc and
Dairy Industry Ireland

— Launched in March 2024 and will run until end
2027

Collaboration & Innovation

— Farmers, researchers, policymakers, and others to
co-develop practical, scalable solutions beyond
regulatory requirements

Funding & Support
— €50 million from DAFM and the EC
— €10 million in administrative support from DHLGH

) FARMING
&) forWATER

MEASURES INFORMATION BOOKLET

A €60M FARMER AND ADVISORY LED PROJECT
TO PROTECT AND RESTORE WATER QUALITY

FIVE YEAR PROGRAMME FROM 2023-2027
VERSION 2




3%&%}@& Key Points

later European Innovation Partnership - AGRI

@um Areas For Action

/ \
Q,  Search Eircode < »

Prioritisation of Entry into the Project |
-focus on specific areas based on risk levels. il

Mapped Areas for Action: Selected areas Farming for

Water website. )
Risk-Based Selection: Entry into the project is guided I

by the agricultural sustainability support and advisory jm/

programme and is based scientific assessments of W

agricultural pressures on water bodies.
Research projects being developed which will

validate the measures being tested as part of the Farming 4 Ry
for Water EIP. TR
areford
Second Cycle Areas for Lo
H . Action “Glou|
https://farmingforwater.ie/ -
Nitrogen Priority Areas For ..rj /
Action ,/Bfi:s,tol,,
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Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors, Microsoft, Facebook, Inc. and its affiliates, Esri Community Maps contributors, Map |...  Powered by Esri



https://farmingforwater.ie/
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\\\» ACRES Cooperation Projects

SOUTH CONNACHT

* ACRES Co-operation approach, available to
farmers in eight high-priority geographical
areas, who opt to undertake measures, as
well as bespoke farm, and landscape actions.

ACRES Munster South-Connacht sub-units
I Ballyhoura Mountains
OFFA
| 7] Comeragh Mountains
B Galtee Mountains
/| I Knockmealdown Mountains
(|1 Musheramore
| 7 Nagle's Mountains
[~ ] Sliabh Luachra/Mount Eagle
Il Stieve Aughty (Clare)
| M Slieve Beamagh
RS Slieve Felims
Il slievecallan
[ Stack's Mountains/West Limerick Hills

Il Slieve Aughty (Galway)

ACRES M South-Ci ht areas
_‘J ACRES Munster South-Connacht

3
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e The Killaloe MD intersects with the Slieve
Bearnagh and Slieve Aughty.

* https://acresireland.ie/munster-south-
connacht/
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Who's involved in Water?

Uisce 0
Eireann
Irish Water

Geological Surve,
(F National Parks & wildlife Service r@ Suhérosch Gheolioch Foras na Mara
e fre mm ine Institute

coill@
( ceogosc

Acmevaron s Foon Diovaoease Aoy

( @ foscach nie Ereann
( m [reland

Uiscebhealai Eireann  Watlerweys Airlann

k/k/k/k/

vifonméntel Protection Agency

Waters of

I!I]EE

Bord na Mona

[
( Energy for >
generations
[

SEA-FISHERIES
PROTECTION

W AUTHORITY
|

Ireland's
Seafood
B I M Dewlupme nt
i é‘{f@sa; Daley
%ﬁé\ Inland
/jff Ibe

iNahonal Fedemhon
t Group Water Schem
'.'.‘.‘.!.'.'.‘.‘

Local Authority %
Il FAare

LU CILOI D @
* "« Programme

vibrant communities | catchment assessment | healthy waters

Local Authorities

“FARMING
forWATER

w: te European lnnovation Partnership - AGRI

( Y ’ OPW iz -

P

v S

></\/\/\

An Roinn Tithiochta, An Roinn Talmhaiochta, ) An Roinn Comhshaoil,
Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta Bia agus Mara (,%; Aerdide agus Cumarsiide
Department of Housing, Department of Agriculture, N2 Department of the Environment,

Local Government and Heritage Food and the Marine Climate and Communications




Community Engagement

Colum Walsh is the Community Water Officer for Clare
e Our work with Communities

— Engaging groups and communities

— Project Delivery

— Capacity Building

— Education

— Citizen Science

— Blue Dot awareness

* Funding Opportunities
— Community Water Development Fund
— Catchment Support Fund

SuperValu ?k

— Small Grants and Events Scheme
Talk to Colum for more info I “dg o




Ecological Status Impact
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Community Projects

LOUGH GRAINEY

—— NATURE SANCTUARY ——
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Mainstreaming of Nature-based Solutions (NbS)

2 No. Nbs Engineers appointed in LAWPRO
working in this area since 2024:
— Tom Brennan SEE Thrennan@|awaters.ie

Implementation of Urban
Nature-based Solutions

Guidance Document for
Planners, Developers and
Developer Agents

January 2026
Version 2.0

— Eamonn O’Connell SEE eoconnell@lawaters.ie

Local Authority Engagement / Supports include §

— Guidance Document for Planners Developers & Uumérs S
Developer Agents - 'C'

Wum Tty ot

Rainwater Management Plan — Guidance for a2 o =

Local Authorities 2024
Progression of National Strategy for NBS
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Mainstreaming of Nature-based Solutions (NbS)

:NATIVE PLANTS

: A stormwater planter is

: planted with a variety of :
: grasses, wildflowers, and:
: woody plants that are

------------- - adapted to the soil, pre-
: cipitation, climate, and
: other site conditions.

: CURB CUT

i This curb cut and
i concrete flow pad are
: designed to help redirect:
! stormwater runoff to the :
: rain garden system and
: out of the storm drain.

:This is the area where
:stormwater enters. The
sinlet is often lined with
istone to slow water flow
tand prevent erosion.

ONCRETE WALL
: Concrete walls are installed
o match the existing curb.

SUBGRADE :
Stormwater planter systems :
are unique bacause of their :
hese walls create the % subgrade structure. This
rame for the stormwater : structure is layered with
lanter and continue to : bioretention media, choker
unction as a curb : : course, compact aggregate, :
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Blue Dot Catchment Programme

Locol Authority %

vibrant cor nities | catchment assessment | healthy waters

* Blue Dots are waterbodies that SHOULD
achieve high ecological statusi.e. WFD
objective is high status

*  Blue Dots = High Status Objective

* Currently there are 402 Blue Dots

— 17 Blue Dot WBs in Clare
* 13 River WBs
* 4 Lakes
* (Outer Galway Bay)

Legend

Blue Dot Waterbody
Eco Status 16-21

**Graney WOL Demonstration B High
Catchment B Good
[] Moderate
[ Poor
— 1 High Eco Status (2016-21) B Ead
(Ayle_010)
* 16 Good
* 13 At Risk
* 1 Review
* 3 Not at risk A
0 10 20 km
| I

Co-funded by

the European Union _Waters Of E “ E E




Collaboration is key to success







Meet the room

* LAWPRO — Dermot Leahy and Trish O’Brien

* ASSAP/Farming for Water EIP — Paula Browne
 ACRES CP —

e Clare County Council —

www.lawaters.ie

www.catchments.ie

RSN


http://www.lawaters.ie/
http://www.catchments.ie/

Contact Details

e Community Water Officer

— Colum Walsh - cwalsh@Ilawaters.ie

* Technical Lead
— Dermot Leahy — dleahy@Ilawaters.ie

e ASSAP advisor for the area
— Paula Browne - paula.browne@teagasc.ie
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