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Meeting structure

* Presentation
o 15 - 20 minutes

e Questions and Answers
o 10 - 20 minutes

e Stand Engagement

o 30 - 60 minutes

 We have a sign-up sheet at the LAWPRO table if you
want to be kept up to date with our work e.g.
newsletter
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Water Action Plan 2024

Comenrent of I [

Launched September 2024 | emere,

. Government commitment to protecting & restoring Ireland’s
natural waters by complying with the requirements of the Water WaterAct
Framework Directive Plan 2024

. Accelerate the identification and implementation of the right
measures in the right places to both restore and protect all water
bodies

“Water is not a commercial product
like any other but, rather, a heritage
which must be protected, defended
and treated as such” WFD,
2000/60/EC
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https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/8da54-river-basin-management-plan-2022-2027/

What do we mean by water quality?

EU Water Framework Directive

Ecological Status Impact Outcome

—

None or ©O°. g -

i Clean, healthy, resilient
. and diverse ecosystem

No Decline -
Blue Dots

~  impaired function. Reduced
diversity and resilience

K - o ’ functioning normally
& slight ==
At least Good o s

[ S = e o S Sy
o e
g. MODERATE Moderate - @ —
5 ® == : | e e
o ' : o l Altered ecosystem with
- ‘

|

All surface waters must achieve at least Good Ecological Status by 2027




Water quality in Lifford — Stranorlar MD

Ecological Status of Rivers & Lakes in MD over time

Most recent WFD Status
Assessment (2016-2021) of
river waterbodies in the
Lifford-Stranorlar MD
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What impacts our water?




Water Catchments ~
WHERE WE LIVE, WORK & PLAY
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Preliminary Assessment of likely Pressures
in the Lifford - Stranorlar MD
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What are we are doing?




Priority Areas for Action (PAAs) in the Lifford — Stranorlar Municipal District (MD)
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Priority Areas for Action (PAAs) in the Lifford — Stranorlar Municipal District (MD)

e 46 river waterbodies intersect with or | toc ihﬂ:/\ e Featiavior Dhirektios BEsfi ."

are contained within Lifford - Stranorlar " ouno @) Municipal District of Lifford - Stranorlar
MD '

* 1 lake waterbody also within the MD
Boundary (L Mourne)

* LAWPRO are the lead organisation on 3
Priority Areas for Action:

- River Finn — 24 waterbodies
covering majority of MD

- Deele — 6 waterbodies

- St Johnston — 1 waterbody carried X )
Water Framaviork Drectve Status 2016 - 2021 P, 1 - ‘ ‘,ﬁ'
over from 2" Cycle B A Wl
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Local Catchment Assessment
Finding issues on the ground

Urban assessments
River walks

Chemistry sampling

Biological sampling - vegetation
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Referrals Process

* When we find issues, we let people know
—Agriculture, we refer to ASSAP
—Forestry, we refer to Forest Service

—Licensed discharges, we refer to Local Authority or
Environmental Protection Agency etc.

* Measures can be used then to address the impact

—



What is The ASSAP?

* Agricultural Sustainability Support and = 44 Advisors - 20 Teagasc, 24 from Dairy Co-ops
Advisory Programme

= Work in collaboration with Local Authority Waters Programme
* Focus is on improving water quality in Priority (LAWPRO)

5 :
Areas for Action (PAA) = LAWPRO - scientific investigation; LCA, desk study,

* Provides free & confidential farm advice and chemical, biological, hydro morphology etc., assess streams

acceptance is volunta _ , o
P Y * Provide referrals to advisors to focus farm visits

* Industry, government, farm orgs collaboration
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\‘)Eﬁ%“ﬂ%“é& What is the Farming for Water EIP?

VEef Curopesn IrnoaEton Parnerstip - AGRI

The Farming for Water project, aims to tackle water quality EARMING
issues while promoting sustainable agricultural practices and (‘ forWATER

delivering environmental benefits.
MEASURES INFORMATION BOOKLET

* Collaboration & Innovation: The project brings together farmers, A €50M FARMER AND ADVISORY LED PROJECT
. TO PROTECT AND RESTORE WATER QUALITY

researchers, policymakers, and other stakeholders to co-develop
practical, scalable solutions that go beyond regulatory requirements.

FIVE YEAR PROGRANME FROM 2023-2027
ViR

* Funding & Support: With €50 million from DAFM and the European
Commission for farmer payments and €10 million in administrative
support from DHLGH, the initiative is well-funded to support on-the-
ground actions.

* Leadership & Timeline: Led by the Local Authority Waters Programme
(LAWPRO) in partnership with Teagasc and Dairy Industry Ireland, the . .
programme launched in March 2024 and will run until 2027, engaging a e, . B UiEee @ T
wide network of collaborators including other supporting stakeholders.




“ FARMING
)forWATER

Waster Euro pean Innescition Parinershio - AGRI

Key Points

* Prioritisation of Entry into the Project
* focus on specific areas based on risk levels.

* Mapped Areas for Action: Selected areas Farming for
Water website.

* Risk-Based Selection: Entry into the project is guided
by the ASSAP Advisor and is based scientific

assessments of agricultural pressures on water bodies.

* Research projects being developed which will validate
the measures being tested as part of the Farming for
Water EIP.

https://farmingforwater.ie/

@ Areas For Action

Map data © OpenSir

S -

Q Search Eircode

Isie of Man

Bangor

Third Cycle Areas for
Action

Second Cycle Areas for
Action

Action

[] Third Cycie WFD Risk

eetMap contnibutors, Microsoft, Facebook. Inc. and its affiliates, Esn Community Maps contributors, Map

United*Kingdom

Nitrogen Priority Areas For

22

mn
\L/

l~

Powered by Esn



https://farmingforwater.ie/
https://farmingforwater.ie/

Blue Dot waters are our best quality waters, of
which Donegal has many has many

Blue Dots = High Ecological Status Objective

Currently there are 402 Blue Dots
* Present in most counties — 37 in County Donegal

* Majority along the Western seaboard, Wicklow
and mountainous areas of the Midlands and South

Why Should we Protect Blue Dots?

* Protect some of our most iconic and threatened
species Salmon, Arctic Char, Freshwater Pearl
Mussels among many others

e Act as an arc, sensitive species can recolonise
other waterbodies as we improve water quality

* Societal wellbeing, ecosystem services like clean
water or vital natural sites for recreation

Ead Mecndorm STRAID. J‘IO

nghlsmlly

OWENWEE |G EN LCUGH) 010

CAR\W W C10

GUIEASKEELAN 010
PEANNAN 010

LOUGHMIGHER STREAM 040,

o EANYBEG WATER 010" SORABBER 010
o> —*mwﬁ 0 ‘_‘_ch')\ﬁ;'ER\(MORE:'JZO

&BRIE}GETOWN (DENEGAL) 010

S

LEUGH \ASTACKAN STREHM 01

WNNON 010
pLL (DONEGAL)_010




Agri-Climate Rural
Environmental Scheme

supporting

D O N E G A L Biodiversity, Water & Climate

CO-OPERATION PROGRAMME 2023-2027

Aims “....to deliver significant long-term environmental improvement through
participation by a significant number of farmers on the most appropriate land,
with each making a strong improvement on their farm.’ DAFM

ACRES Donegal, Drumfries, Clonmany
Tel: 087 338 1548

Email: info@acresdonegal.ie

Website: www.acresdonegal.ie



mailto:info@acresdonegal.ie
http://www.acresdonegal.ie/
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Community Engagement

* Lisa McDaniel is the Community Water Officer for
County Donegal

e Qur work with Communities

o Funding: |
o Community Water Development Fund S
o Catchment Support Fund |
o Small Grants and Event Scheme

o Capacity Building
o Project Delivery: Guide development and

management of local projects to improve water
quality

o Citizen Science Stream Index: Encourage collection of
water quality data




2021 Wild Trout Trust advisory report to guide
future management of River Deele

CWDF Fund 2024: Erosion control and riparian
planting

CWDF 2025: Solutions to barriers on River Deele

Catchment Support Fund 2025: Appointment of
Damien Devine as Deele Community Catchment
Co-ordinator

Education Programme with local schools
2024 Heritage Week Event
2025 Biodiversity Week Events
Collaboration with agencies

HOME NEWS SPORT COURTS

Dee-light as Deele River
undergoes improvement
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Local Authority #

) National NbS Conference

« 2-day Conference - 4t and 5" of June 2025

« Day 1 - Upscaling and Mainstreaming Nature Based Solutions to Protect and Restore Urban,
Rural, Coastal and Riverine Environments

« Day 2 - Masterclass Workshops with the following themes: Urban NbS, River Restoration and
Coastal / Sea Grass Restoration.

» Including practical approaches to protecting urban, rural, coastal and riverine environments.

NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS

TO PROTECT AND RESTORE URBAN, RURAL, COASTAL AND RIVERINE ENVIRONMENTS
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Dundalk Institute of Technology 5‘;

4™"-5" June 2025
i Follow QR Code for Registration
Options or see front page of LAWPRO
Website https://lawaters.ie
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https://lawaters.ie/

Collaborative multi-agency approach to improve Water Quality
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“Water is the driving force of all nature”

Leonardo da Vinci

TOGETHER WE CAN
ACHIEVE MORE

\

Collaboration is key to success!!
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Meet the room

 LAWPRO
— Andy Hallewell (Senior Community Water Officer)
— Gary O’Connell (Catchment Science Manager)
— Lisa McDaniel (Community Water Officer)
— Patsy Ryan (Catchment Scientist)

e ASSAP/Farming for Water EIP

* ACRES Donegal

www.lawaters.ie
www.catchments.ie



http://www.lawaters.ie/
http://www.catchments.ie/

Contact Details
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