


Meeting structure
ÅPresentation 
ï20 minutes

ÅQuestions and Answers
ï10 - 20 minutes

ÅRefreshments + Stand Engagement
ï30 - 60 minutes

ÅWe have a sign-up sheet at the 
LAWPRO table if you want to be 
kept up to date with our work 
e.g. newsletter



Catchment Science



Water Action Plan 2024

Launched September 2024

Å DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ϧ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
natural waters by complying with the requirements of the Water 
Framework Directive

Å Accelerate the identification and implementation of the right 
measures in the right places to both restore and protect all water 
bodies

gov.ie - River Basin Management Plan 2022 - 2027

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/8da54-river-basin-management-plan-2022-2027/


What do we mean by water quality?

EU Water Framework Directive
All surface waters must achieve at least Good Ecological Status by 2027

At least Good

No Decline ς Blue Dots



Water quality in Greystones MD

Most recent WFD Status 
Assessment (2016-2021) of 

river waterbodies in the 
Greystones MD

11 Waterbodies (WBs)

Å High ς 1 WB (Vartry Blue 
Dot)

Å Good ς р ².Ωǎ 
Å Moderate ς о ².Ωǎ
Å Poor -  н ².Ωǎ



Å 11 river waterbodies intersect with or are contained within 
Greystones MD

Priority Areas for Action (t!!ǎΩǎ) in the Greystones 
Municipal District (MD) 



Priority Areas for Action (PAA) in the Greystones 
Municipal District (MD) 

Å 11 river waterbodies intersect with or are contained within 
Greystones MD Dargle 

PAA

Vartry 
Blue Dot

Kilcoole, 
Newcastle, 
Newtown Mt 
Kennedy PAA

Three Trouts 
stream Area 
for Protection

Å LAWPRO are the lead organisation on three Priority Areas for 
Action including:

- Dargle - Five waterbodies extending into Wicklow 
Mountains ς all reaching their WQ objectives with 
exception of section through Kilmacanogue. Two of 
the five waterbodies intersect with Greystones MD. 

- Varty Blue Dot ς Currently Achieving High Ecological 
Status 

- Kilcoole, Newcastle, Newtownmountkennedy ς two 
waterbodies achieving Good status, four require 
restoration measures.

Å ²ƛŎƪƭƻǿ /ƻ/ƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ¢ǊƻǳǘΩǎ 
Stream Area for Protection 



Agricultural 
Pressures 

Waste 
Water 

Pressures

Urban Run-
Off 

Pressures

Drinking 
Water 

Abstraction
Rural 

Dwelling 
Pressures

Forestry 
Pressures 

Recreation 
Pressures



Preliminary Assessment of likely Pressures 
in the Greystones MD

0 1 2 3 4

Urban Waste Water

Agriculture

Anthropogenic Pressures

Domestic Waste Water

Industry

No. of waterbodies in Municpal Distrcit impacted by Pressure 

EPA preliminary assessment of likely pressures impacting waterbodies not 
reaching objectives in MD

Å Anthropogenic 
Pressures
ïUnknown in most cases

Å Hydro-morphology
ïShape and flow of river. 

LAWPRO will assess for 
all sections



Local Catchment Assessment
Finding issues on the ground

Chemistry sampling 

Field chemistry, field observations, and sampling

Biological sampling 

 invertebrates 

Biological sampling -
vegetation 

River walks



ÅWhen we find issues, we let people know

ïAgriculture, we refer to ASSAP 

ïForestry, we refer to Forest Service

ïLicensed discharges, we refer to Local Authority or 
Environmental Protection Agency etc.

ÅMeasures can be used then to address the impact

Referrals Process



Blue Dot Catchment Programme

Å Blue Dot waters are our best quality waters, of which 
Wicklow has many

Å Blue Dots = High Ecological Status Objective

ÅCurrently there are 402 Blue Dots

ÅPresent in most counties ς 16 in Wicklow

ÅMajority along the Western seaboard, Wicklow and 
mountainous areas of the Midlands and South

Å Why Should we Protect Blue Dots?

Å Protect some of our most iconic and threatened species 
Salmon, Arctic Char, Freshwater Pearl Mussels among many 
others

Å Act as an ark, sensitive species can recolonise other 
waterbodies as we improve water quality

Å Societal wellbeing, ecosystem services like clean water or 
vital natural sites for recreation



Local Authorities

Collaborative multi-agency approach to improve Water Quality 



ASSAP Programme & Water EIP





What is the Farming for Water EIP?

Types of measures:
Riparian buffers, sediment 
traps, woodlands, wetlands, 
better nutrient management 
etc

The Farming for Water project , aims to tackle water quality 
issues while promoting sustainable agricultural practices and 
delivering environmental benefits. 

ÅCollaboration & Innovation : The project brings together farmers, 
researchers, policymakers, and other stakeholders to co-develop 
practical, scalable solutions that go beyond regulatory requirements.

ÅFunding & SupportаШìŔƣőШқΡΜШůŔũũŔŸŰШŉƖŸůШ? [~ШċŰĬШƣőĲШEƨƖŸƓĲċŰШ
9ŸůůŔƚƚŔŸŰШŉŸƖШŉċƖůĲƖШƓċǃůĲŰƣƚШċŰĬШқΝΜШůŔũũŔŸŰШŔŰШċĬůŔŰŔƚƣƖċƣŔƻĲШ
support from DHLGH, the initiative is well-funded to support on-the-
ground actions.

ÅLeadership & Timeline : Led by the Local Authority Waters Programme 
(LAWPRO) in partnership with Teagasc and Dairy Industry Ireland, the 
programme launched in March 2024 and will run until 2027, engaging a 
wide network of collaborators including other supporting stakeholders. 



Types of measures:
Riparian buffers, sediment 
traps, woodlands, wetlands, 
better nutrient management 
etc

Prioritisation of Entry into the Project
-focus on specific areas based on risk levels. 

 Mapped Areas for Action: Selected areas Farming for 
Water website.

 Risk-Based Selection: Entry into the project is guided 
by the agricultural sustainability support and advisory 
programme and is based scientific assessments of 
agricultural pressures on water bodies. 

 Research projects being developed which will 
validate the measures being tested as part of the Farming 
for Water EIP. 

https://farmingforwater.ie/

https://farmingforwater.ie/
https://farmingforwater.ie/
https://farmingforwater.ie/


ACRES Cooperation Projects

ÅACRES Co-operation approach, 
available to farmers in eight high-
priority geographical areas, who 
opt to undertake measures, as 
well as bespoke farm, and 
landscape actions.

ÅMuch of Wicklow Mountains are a 
CP area

https://acresireland.ie/leinster/

https://www.gov.ie/en/service/f5a48-agri-climate-rural-environment-scheme-acres/?referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Facres%2F#what-the-co-operation-project-is


Community Engagement



Community Engagement
ÅJustin Ivory is the Community Water Officer for Wicklow/DLR

ÅOur work with Communities

ïFunding

ïEvents and Outreach

ïWalks and Talks

ïCapacity Building

ïProject Delivery

ïCitizen Science

ïTalk to Justin for more info



LAWPRO Funding

1.Community Water Development Fund

2.Catchment Support Fund

3.Small Grants and Events Scheme 



Community
Water
Development
Fund  2025

ÅϵртΣпфоΦсл ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ 
to projects in Wicklow

ÅϵмΣлптΣнсрΦнс   
awarded across 54 
projects in 24 counties

Photo: Justin Ivory



In Wicklow the following projects were awarded 

funding:

�x East Wicklow Rivers Trust CLG- Design, consent 

and costings for the removal of a barrier to fish 

migration on the Aughrim River όϵ49,593.60)

�x Laragh /  Glendalough Tidy Towns Association- 

Invasive Alien Species removal from the 

Glenmacnass River in the vicinity of Laragh 

Bridge /  Old Mill όϵ7,900)

Photo: Justin Ivory


