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Community Information Meeting
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Meeting structure

A Water quality in Wexford / North
Wexford

A What state agencies are doing
(LAWPRO, Wexford
CoCdEnvironment/Climate/
Biodiversity,Teagasyt

A Farming sector initiativesT{rlan

A What communities are doing (Slaney

Rivers Trust and River Ahare
Biodiversity and Development Group)

A Tea and coffees: Networking and meet
the agencies and sectors

We have asignup sheet at the LAWPRO table if you
want to be kept up to date with our work e.g.
newsletter
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Water quality is central to ou
lives
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Water Catchments
WHERE WE LIVE, WORK & PLAY

Properly treated urban waste water
will pose less risk to public health
and the environment

What impacts water
quality?




Everything!
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Pressures

Water Catchments
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Water management is complicated!
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vibrant communities | catchment assessment | healthy waters

We work with the 31 Local Authorities
to protect and restore water quality .
for everyoneods benef . - _,

supporting communities including funding

working with all sectors from river source to the sea

bring on the science

work with government departments to improve policy

Basically join the dotsewith everybod
following the River Basin Management Plan
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River Basin Management Plan

1. Road map for Ireland to protect and
restore water quality

2. Every EU member state has to do one
every six years

3. Sets out where things are at for Ireland
In terms of Water Quality, what are the
Issues impacting on water quality, what
we need to do to fix them and what we
are going to di®pambout

4. Focusing on Priority Areas for Action

gov.ie- River Basin Management Plan 202027 County Wexford

Water Action Plan 2024: Priority Areas for Action
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https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/8da54-river-basin-management-plan-2022-2027/

What do we mean by water quality?
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Ecological Status
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Altered ecosystem with
impaired function. Reduced
diversity and resilience
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River Waterbodies Status — South East region

2016-2021 Monitored RWB Ecological status in South East Region

Carlow County Council _ 21 3
Kilkenny County Council _ 26 10 I
Laois County Council 18 15
Tipperary County Council _ 74 40
Waterford City & County Council 14 10
‘ Wexford County Council 31 12
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 1009

% River Water Bodies

mHigh ®Good Moderate Poor mBad

Water Quality in Ireland
2016-2021




RISK: To manage and protect water quality we look at
risk. That is where water quality is failing or moving
downwards to failure.

At riskc consistent trend down over time

Good status

Moderate statu:




RISK and Pressures
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River Bann: A priority Area for Action
P
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River Bann: A priority Area for Action
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WHAT ARE LAWPRO ARE DOING?




Figuring out what are the issues on the ground?

Field chemistry and field
observations

River walks

Biological samplingvegetation

Chemistry sampling

Through Scientific and local Catchment Assessment
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them to address

I Agriculture ssssss) Agriculture
Sustainability Support and Advisory
Programme

I Forestrymssmm) Forest Service

i Licensed dischargcssssss) Local
Authority or Environmental Protection L

Agency etc.

A Measures can then be implemented by 1
those with the responsibility to address tIEEss
issues ~




‘FARMING Additional supports
\JforWATER

AGRI

Farming for Water El

A Aims to tackle water quality issues while
promoting sustainable agricultural

| 1abl _ ‘ FARMING
practices and delivering environmental ( forWATER
benefits MEASURES INFORMATION BOOKLET
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approach and calesign measures with the FVEYEAR ROAN ot 2023207
T NYSNE

A Collaboration & Innovation

I Farmers, researchers, policymakers, and
others to coedevelop practical, scalable
solutions beyond regulatory requirements

A Funding & Support
iepn YAfEA2Y RANBOI
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Collaboration is key to success




vibrant communities | catchment assessment | healthy waters

Protecting our waters: An overview of the
Communities Team work within the
Local Authority Waters Programme

David Rafte¢ Community Water Officer, LAWPRO
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nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn | catchment assessment | healthy waters

LAWPRO & Communities
- a bottom up approach

We addressack of information/awarenesson water issues
AWe promotepublic participation& community engagement
AWe supportcommunity actionto manage local waters.

AEncourage Local authorities, agencies and all stakeholders to
work together
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Local Authority
1] 'wﬂ!""‘""

b Programme
iti

vibrant communities | catchment assessment | healthy waters

We workdirectlywith communities
to raisewater qualityawarenessand
drivelocalprojects.c eg CleanUp
event with Enniscorthy Tidy Towns.

A'Our goalisto empowerlocal
communitieso manage angbrotect
their own waterbodies and
participate in the River Basin
management Plan at the local level
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vibrant communities | catchment assessment | healthy waters

LAWPRO: Funding for local communities

Small Grants and Events Schenfa: Sma[ler
Works Education and AwarenessdlzL) U 2

Community Water Development FUundfOPEN

CALL for this opens in Septemberp n-n n
eEpnnnn

WORKING WITH WATER,
BIODIVERSITY AND

Catchment Support Funq Funding stream to
CLIMATE CHANGE

provide support to groupg a direct response
to community feedback Y E | § | NR

We also provide support and match funding
for LEADER projects




Local Authority
WQters

atersg  Some local community support:
7 Projects in Action

A number of LAWPRO Y e
funded Community Projects | A—
are currently in train: R .08

AEnniscorthy Tidy Towns
AEdermineFerry Rowing Club
ATomhaggarClean Coasts
ACitizen science projects




