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Meeting structure

ÅWater quality in Wexford / North 
Wexford

ÅWhat state agencies are doing 
(LAWPRO, Wexford 
CoCo/Environment/Climate/ 
Biodiversity, Teagasc)

ÅFarming sector initiatives (Tirlán)
ÅWhat communities are doing (Slaney 

Rivers Trust and River Ahare 
Biodiversity and Development Group)

ÅTea and coffees: Networking and meet 
the agencies and sectors

We have a sign-up sheet at the LAWPRO table if you 
want to be kept up to date with our work e.g. 
newsletter



Water quality is central to our 
lives



What impacts water 
quality?



Everything!
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Water management is complicated!



We work with the 31 Local Authorities 
to protect and restore water quality 
for everyoneôs benefit by:

1. supporting communities including funding
2. working with all sectors from river source to the sea
3. bring on the science
4. work with government departments to improve policy
5. Basically join the dotséwith everybody to improve water quality 

following the River Basin Management Plan



River Basin Management Plan

gov.ie - River Basin Management Plan 2022 - 2027

1. Road map for Ireland to protect and 
restore water quality

2. Every EU member state has to do one 
every six years

3. Sets out where things are at for Ireland 
in terms of Water Quality, what are the 
issues impacting on water quality, what 
we need to do to fix them and what we 
are going to do about theéi.e. plan

4. Focusing on Priority Areas for Action

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/8da54-river-basin-management-plan-2022-2027/


What do we mean by water quality?

Unacceptable / polluted water



Water quality in 
County Wexford

Craanford



Water quality in 
County Wexford

Craanford





At risk ς consistent trend down over time

RISK: To manage and protect water quality we look at 
risk.  That is where water quality is failing or moving 
downwards to failure.

Moderate status

Good status



Unknown (man made)

HydromorphologyWastewater (WWTP, Urban Run-off)

Septic tanks Forestry

RISK and Pressures



River Bann: A priority Area for Action

Priority area for Action Water quality status (2016 to 2021)

bƻǘŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ .ŀƴƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άǇǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ IƛƎƘ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜέ



River Bann: A priority Area for Action

Priority area for Action Water quality status (2016 to 2021)

bƻǘŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ .ŀƴƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άǇǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ IƛƎƘ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜέ
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WHAT ARE LAWPRO ARE DOING?



Figuring out what are the issues on the ground? 

Chemistry sampling 

Field chemistry and field 
observations

Biological sampling - invertebrates 

Biological sampling - vegetation 

River walks

Through Scientific and local Catchment Assessment



{ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ άǇƛǇŜ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜǎέ ƛƴ DƻǊŜȅ ǘƻǿƴ 
(June 2025)



¢ƘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ άǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊ 
them to address

ïAgriculture      Agriculture 
Sustainability Support and Advisory 
Programme 

ïForestry          Forest Service

ïLicensed discharges   Local 
Authority or Environmental Protection 
Agency etc.

ÅMeasures can then be implemented by 
those with the responsibility to address the 
issues



Farming for Water EIP
ÅAims to tackle water quality issues while 

promoting sustainable agricultural 
practices and delivering environmental 
benefits

ïLƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ άŦƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ 
approach and co-design measures with the 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊέ

ÅCollaboration & Innovation

ïFarmers, researchers, policymakers, and 
others to co-develop practical, scalable 
solutions beyond regulatory requirements

ÅFunding & Support

ïϵрл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ

Additional supports



Collaboration is key to success



Protecting our waters: An overview of the 
Communities Team work within the 
Local Authority Waters Programme

David Rafter ς Community Water Officer, LAWPRO



LAWPRO & Communities 
- a bottom up approach

We address lack of information/awareness on water issues

ÁWe promote public participation & community engagement

ÁWe support community action to manage local waters.

ÁEncourage Local authorities, agencies and all stakeholders to 
work together 



What does a Community Water Officer do?

We work directly with communities 
to raise water quality awareness and 
drive local projects. ς eg  Clean-Up 
event with Enniscorthy Tidy Towns.

Å"Our goal is to empower local 
communities to manage and protect 
their own water bodies and 
participate in the River Basin 
management Plan at the local level."



LAWPRO: Funding for local communities

Small Grants and Events Scheme: for Smaller 
Works Education and Awareness -  ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵрллл

Community Water Development Fund ςOPEN 
CALL for this opens in September - ϵрллл - 
ϵрлллл

Catchment Support Fund ς Funding stream to 
provide support to groups ς a direct response 
to community feedback ς ƳŀȄ ŀǿŀǊŘ ϵрлллл

We also provide support and match funding 
for LEADER projects



Some local community support: 
Projects in Action

A number of LAWPRO 
funded Community Projects 
are currently in train:

ÅEnniscorthy Tidy Towns

ÅEdermine Ferry Rowing Club

ÅTomhaggart Clean Coasts 

ÅCitizen science projects


