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Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO)

ÅLAWPRO is a άǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ of all 31 
local authorities in Ireland

ÅMain goals: catchment science, 
community engagement, and 
collaborative working using the 
Water Action Plan.



Water Action Plan 2024

Launched September 2024

Å DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ϧ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
natural waters by complying with the requirements of the Water 
Framework Directive

Å Accelerate the identification and implementation of the right 
measures in the right places to both restore and protect all water 
bodies

gov.ie - River Basin Management Plan 2022 - 2027

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/8da54-river-basin-management-plan-2022-2027/


What do we mean by water quality?

EU Water Framework Directive

All surface waters must achieve at least Good Ecological Status by 2027

At least 
Good

No Decline ς 
Blue Dots



4

0
1

41

0
1

31

6

2

12

3

00 0 0
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

River Transitional Coastal

Status of Surface Waters in Wexford
2016-2021

High Good Moderate Poor Bad



Water Quality in Wexford
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Water quality is central to our 
lives



WHAT IMPACTS WATER QUALITY?
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Water quality challenges

Pesticides in Drinking Water
Å Catchment approach to address issues
Å Uisce Eireann and others (DAFM, 

Wexford CC etc)
Å Managing pesticides | Protecting water 

sources | Uisce Éireann (formerly Irish 
Water)

https://www.water.ie/conservation/protecting-water-sources/pesticides
https://www.water.ie/conservation/protecting-water-sources/pesticides
https://www.water.ie/conservation/protecting-water-sources/pesticides


WHAT ARE WE ARE DOING?





Local Catchment Assessment
Finding issues on the ground

Chemistry sampling 

Field chemistry and field 
observations

Biological sampling - invertebrates 

Biological sampling - vegetation 

River walks



Referrals

ÅWhen we find issues, we refer the evidence to the appropriate 
regulator/ support scheme

ïAgriculture, we refer to ASSAP 

ïForestry, we refer to Forest Service

ïLicensed discharges, we refer to Local Authority or Environmental 
Protection Agency etc.

ÅMeasures can be implemented to address the issues





Farming for Water EIP

ÅAims to tackle water quality issues while 
promoting sustainable agricultural practices 
and delivering environmental benefits
ïLed by LAWPRO in partnership with Teagasc and 

Dairy Industry Ireland
ïLaunched in March 2024 and will run until end 

2027

ÅCollaboration & Innovation
ïFarmers, researchers, policymakers, and others to 

co-develop practical, scalable solutions beyond 
regulatory requirements

ÅFunding & Support
ïϵрл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 5!Ca ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9/
ïϵмл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ 5I[DI



Who's involved in Water?

Local Authorities



Collaboration is key to success



Protecting our waters: An overview of the 
Communities Team work within the 
Local Authority Waters Programme

David Rafter ς Community Water Officer, LAWPRO



What does a Community Water 
Officer do?
ÅCWOs work directly with communities to 
raise awareness and drive local projects. ς eg  
Clean-Up event with Enniscorthy Tidy Towns.

Å"Our goal is to empower local communities to 
manage and protect their own water bodies."

ÅHelping groups to apply for and draw down 
grant funding:

ÅSmall Grants and Awareness Scheme

ÅCommunity Water Development Fund

ÅCatchment Support Fund



About our Funding 
Streams

Small Grants and Events Scheme: for Smaller 
Works Education and Awareness -  ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵрллл

Community Water Development Fund ςOPEN 
CALL for this opens in September - ϵрллл - 
ϵрлллл

Catchment Support Fund ς Funding stream to 
provide support to groups ς a direct response 
to community feedback ς ƳŀȄ ŀǿŀǊŘ ϵрлллл



LAWPRO & Communities 
- a bottom up approach

ÁAddress lack of information/awareness on water issues

ÁPromote public participation & community engagement

ÁSupport community action to manage local waters.

ÁLocal authorities, agencies and stakeholders working together 



Community Projects in Action

ÅA number of LAWPRO funded Community Projects are currently in 
train:
ÅEnniscorthy Tidy Towns

ÅEdermine Ferry Rowing Club

ÅTomhaggart Clean Coasts 



Reconnecting with water



What is Citizen 
Science?

ÅCitizen science = public 
participation and collaboration in 
research to increase our 
understanding. 

ÅPeople share and contribute to 
data monitoring and data collection 
programs. 

ÅIt improves our knowledge 
allowing us to improve 
management our water resources 
(planning projects).





Citizen science stream index (CSSI)



Nature based Solutions (NbS)

ÅIf delivered appropriately, Nature-
based Solutions can significantly 
contribute to protecting water 
quality while addressing multiple 
societal challenges

ÅOne third of climate mitigation 
needed to meet the goals of the 
Paris Agreement can be provided 
by Nature-based Solutions


