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Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO)
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localauthoritiesin Ireland

A Main goals:catchment science,
communityengagementand
collaborative working usintipe
Water ActionPlan.




Water Action Plan 2024

Launched September 2024
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natural waters by complying with the requirements of the Water WaterActio
Framework Directive Plan 2024

A Accelerate the identification and implementation of thght
measures in the right place® both restoreand protect all water
bodies
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https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/8da54-river-basin-management-plan-2022-2027/

What do we mean by water quality?

EU Water Framework Directive

Ecological Status Impact Outcome
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All surface waters must achieve at least Good Ecological Status by 2027
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County Wexford
Water Framework Directive: Status Map
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Water Quality in Wexford

WEFD Status (%) of Surface Waters in Wexfondnitored only
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FLOATING WATER
PARK - BOOK NOW
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Water quality Is central to ou

lives

817 OF BATHINC
IRELAND HAD

96% OF SITES MET OR
EXCEEDED THE MINIMUM
STANDARD.
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WHAT IMPACTS WATER QUALITY?




Water Catchments ~
WHERE WE LIVE, WORK & PLAY

Forestry
Pressures

Agricultural
Pressures

Drinkin
Urban Run g
Water as g ARl
Abstraction _ -
Pressures .

Dwelling
Pressures

Recreation —
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Pressures on Water Quality

Significant Pressures Impacting At Risk Water Bodies in Wexford

Abstractions 0

Agriculture 49
Anthropogenic Pressuresillll N 11
Aquaculture Il 1
Domestic Waste Water IS 13
Extractive Industry Il 3
Forestry N 6
Historically Polluted Sites 0
Hydromorphology I 6
Industry |l 1
Invasive Species 0
Urban Run-off I S
Urban Waste Water I 6

Waste 0

Water Treatment 0
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Pressures in At Risk WB: Agriculture

Pressures in At Risk WB:
Wastewater (WWTP, Urban Run-off, Septic tanks)
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Pressures in At Risk WB: Anthropogenic (Unknown)

Pressures in At Risk WB:
Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems

Pressures in At Risk WB:

Forestry




Water quality challenges

Pesticides in Drinking Water

A Catchment approach to address issues

A Uisce Eireann and others (DAFM,
Wexford CC etc)

A Managing pesticides | Protecting water

To spray or not to spra ) . )
Think (arefull: always({sider the possibility to use pesticide afrnatv&s y S O u rces | U I S Ce E I re an n (fo rm e rlv I rIS h
Water)

Information below is relevant until further updates are provided
here or on our Supply and Service Updates section



https://www.water.ie/conservation/protecting-water-sources/pesticides
https://www.water.ie/conservation/protecting-water-sources/pesticides
https://www.water.ie/conservation/protecting-water-sources/pesticides

WHAT ARE WE ARE DOING?
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WaterAction
Plan 2024

A River Basin Management
Plan for ireland

County Wexford
Water Action Plan 2024: Priority Areas for Action




Local Catchment Assessment
Finding issues on the ground

Field chemistry and field
observations




Referrals

A When we find issues, we refer the evidence to the appropriate
regulator/ support scheme

I Agriculture, we refer to ASSAP
I Forestry, we refer to Forest Service

I Licensed discharges, we refer to Local Authority or Environmental
Protection Agency etc.

A Measures can be implemented to address the issues

e S e



What is The ASSAP?

= Agricultural Sustainability Support and = 44 Advisors - 20 Teagasc, 24 from Dairy Co-ops
Advisory Programme

= Work in collaboration with Local Authority Waters Programme
= Focus is on improving water quality in Priority (LAWPRO)
A for Action (PAA
rea.s or Action ( . ) | | = LAWPRO - scientific investigation; LCA, desk study,
= Provides free & confidential farm advice and chemical, biological, hydro morphology etc., assess streams

acceptance is volunta , , .
Y * Provide referrals to advisors to focus farm visits

* Industry, government, farm orgs collaboration
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DE,A,\W}'EE Farming for Water EIP

European Innovation Partnership - AGRI

A Aims to tackle water quality issues while

promoting sustainable agricultural practices <‘ FARMING
and delivering environmental benefits &/ [0 WATER
[ Led by LAWPRO in partnership with Teagasc and MEASURES INFORMATION BOOKLET
Dairy Industry Ireland
v . . . A €60M FARMER AND ADVISORY LED PROJECT
I Launched in March 2024 and will run until end TO PROTECT AND RESTORE WATER QUALITY
2027 FIVEYEARPROGRAIST.E:ROH 2023-2027

A Collaboration & Innovation

I Farmers, researchers, policymakers, and others to
co-develop practical, scalable solutions beyond
regulatory requirements

A Funding & Support
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Who's involved in Water?

South East Regional Operational Committee G .
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Uiscebhe

; Local Author

An Roinn Tithiochta,
Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housing,

Local Government and Heritage

Aerdide agus Cumarsiide
Department of the Environment,
Climate and Communications

Bia agus Mara
Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

Oifigna
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i Office of Public Works




Collaboration is key to success
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Protecting our waters: An overview of the
Communities Team work within the
Local Authority Waters Programme

David Raftec Community Water Officer, LAWPRO
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SO0 ® What does a Community Water
Officer do?

A CWOs worklirectlywith communitiesto
raiseawarenessinddrivelocalprojects.c eg
CleanUp event with Enniscorthy Tidy Towns.

A "Our goalisto empowerlocalcommunitieso
manage ang@rotecttheir ownwaterbodies."

A Helping groups to apply for and draw down
grant funding:

A Small Grants and Awareness Scheme

A Community Water Development Fund
A Catchment Support Fund
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About our Funding
Streams

{.ocul Authority #
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Fundeq by LAWPRO

Small Grants and Events Schenfar; Sma[ler
Works Education and AwarenessdlzL) U 2

Community Water Development FUnhgfOPEN
CALL for this opens in Septemberp n-n n
Epnnnn

Catchment Support Fundq Funding stream to
provide support to groupg a direct response
to community feedback Y E | g NR
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LAWPRO & Communities
- a bottom up approach

AAddresdack of information/awarenesson water issues
APromotepublic participation& community engagement
ASupportcommunity actionto manage local waters.

ALocal authorities, agencies and stakeholdeesking together

R e
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Community Projects in Action

AA number of LAWPRO funded Community Projects are currently in
train:
AEnniscorthy Tidy Towns
AEdermineFerry Rowing Club
ATomhaggarClean Coasts

R e
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Reconnecting with water
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What is Citizen
Science?

A Citizen science public
participation and collaboration in
research to increase our
understanding.

A Peopleshareand contribute to
data monitoring and data collection
programs.

A It improves our knowledge
allowing us to improve
management our water resources
(planning projects).
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» 70,000 km of waterways in Ireland.

* 3,192 water bodies including rivers, streams,
and tributaries.

» 12,200 lakes, 10,000 are less than 5 ha. and .‘1”
over 8,000 are less than 1 ha. in area '

» 75% of rivers are 1st or 2" order .

* The “capillaries of the landscape’s, vascular
system”.
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Citizen science stream index (CSSI)

Calculating the Citizen Science Stream Index |

Recorder name: || Stream name:

The ‘good guys’

Date: | | GPS/location:

The Citizen Science Stream Index (CSSl) is based on the presence or absence of six key aquatic invertebrates. Three pollution-sensitive
invertebrates (‘good guys') are commonly found in clean streams and three pollution-tolerant invertebrates {'bad guys’) are commonly
found in polluted streams.

citizens use 3 pond net to take three 30-second kick-samples (the three samples should be a few metres apart) from 2 shallow (<20cm),
gravelly, fast-flowing part of the stream. The i captured in each sampl ined in a white tray on the bankside. The six
key invertebrates are easily spotted amongst the many other species in the tray, by their characteristic shape, colour or movement.

The citizen will score each sample depending on which, if any, of the six key invertebrates occur in the tray. The three ‘good guys’ have a
score of +1 each and the three ‘bad guys’ have a score of -1 each.

The score for each kick-sample can range from +3 (21l three good guys and no bad guys) to -3 (all three bad guys and no good guys). When
the scores from all three samples are added together, the CSSI ranges from +9t0 -9,

Sample  Sample  Sample

1 2 3 Citizens should also take a good, clear photo

\ of one of the 3 samples, including a label in
the tray, with information on the date,

Stonefly (+1) \_ﬁ stream name, location and recorder.
&

Flattened
mayfly (+1)

Green
caddisfly (+1)

|
Snail (-1) €SSl Scores can be a ‘traffic light” for
4 wiater quality

CSSl score -9to -5

Leech (-1) ' Poor
€551 Score -4 to +4

Waterlouse. (1) S

€SSl Score +5 to +9

Flattened mayfly
3 thin filamentous tails,
wide head with large
eyeson top and
flattened body

Stonefly
2 thin filamentous tails
atend of abdomen

Green caddisfly
Green caterpillar-like larva.
Gills along abdomen give it

a ‘spiky’ appearance

’

The ‘bad guys

Vo

Leeck . Waterlouse
Suckessatboth ends & .Snail . Looks like a woodlouse,
moves by stretching Hard pointed or coiled 4
Gt body shell covering body crawls slowly along bottom

Good

Sum of Sum of Sum of
scores1  scores2  scores3

Total score for the 3
samples = CSSI Score

Any observations (gg. excessive algae or fine sediment, cattle access nearby, surface foam, presence of trout/salmon etc):

These invertebrates are found in most streams and are NOT scored forthe CSSI

Swimming mayfly »
. Blackfly
Freshwater shrimp fanve

Brown
caddisfly

' ank caddisffy
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Nature based Solutionblip3
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Alf delivered appropriately, Nature
based Solutions can significantly
contribute to protecting water
guality while addressing multiple
societal challenges

AOne third of climate mitigation
needed to meet the goals of the
Paris Agreement can be provided
by Naturebased Solutions




