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Disclaimer 

Although every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the material contained in this 
publication, complete accuracy cannot be guaranteed. Neither the Local Authority Waters Programme 
nor the author(s) accept any responsibility whatsoever for loss or damage occasioned, or claimed to 
have been occasioned, in part or in full as a consequence of any person acting or refraining from acting, 
as a result of a matter contained in this publication. All or part of this publication may be reproduced 
without further permission, provided the source is acknowledged. The author would like to 
acknowledge the contributions of Roscommon County Council and Galway County Council who have 
carried out and continue to work in the Suck catchment and their support of the Local Authority 
Waters Programme.  
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1 Introduction  

 Background to the Priority Area for Action 

The Lower Suck Priority Area for Action (PAA) spans across counties Roscommon and Galway. It 
extends from Fuerty, Athleague and Ballgar in the North to Castleblakeney, Ballymacward and 
Ahascragh  in the West, Aughrim, Laurencetown and Ballinasloe in the South to Dysart and 
Taughmaconnell to the East and is an area of approximately 539 km2 (Figure 1). The PAA is bordered 
to the north by the Castlegar PAA, Raford PAA to the west and to the south by the Ballinure PAA. The 
PAA forms part of the wider 26D_Upper Shannon Catchment and is within the boundary of the sub 
catchments listed in Table 1. 

The PAA selected for focused work during the 2nd cycle river basin management plan includes 9 water 
bodies: Ballyglass_010, Ahascragh_030, Killegan Trib North_010, Killeglan_010, Derrymullan 
Stream_020, Suck_140, Culliaghbeg_010, Suck_150 and Suck_160. It has been proposed by 
Roscommon and Galway County Councils and LAWPRO to add the following 9 water bodies to the PAA 
in the 3rd cycle implementation of the River Basin Management Plan, therefore for completeness, the 
following water bodies are also included within this deskstudy, although fieldwork will not be 
undertaken until the 3rd cycle when the River Basin Management Plan covering 2022 to 2027 has been 
approved: Suck_120, Killaderry Stream_010, Lughanagh_010, Suck_130, Ahascragh_010, 
Ahascragh_020, Ahascragh_040, Derrymullan Stream_010 and Cuilleen Stream_010. The addition of 
these water bodies allows for better characterisation of the water bodies at sub catchment scale.  

The Suck_120 in the North East is up around Ballygar and it flows south to Ballyforan where it becomes 
the Suck_130 and then the Suck_140 which flows through Ballinasloe, it then becomes the Suck_150 
south of Ballinasloe before it is the Suck_160 where is exits the PAA south of Shannonbridge. 
Numerous rivers join the main channel as it flows south ς Ballyglass_010, Killaderry Stream_010, 
Lughanagh_010, Killegan Trib North_010, Killeglan_010, Cuilleen Stream_010 and Culliaghbeg_010. 

To the West of the PAA the Ahascragh_010 flows into the Ahascragh_020 which in turn flows into the 
Ahascragh_030 which then becomes the Ahascragh_040. The Ahascragh_040 flows into the Suck_140 
north east of Ballinasloe. Derrymullan Stream_010 meets the Derrymullan_020 and joins the 
Suck_140 at Deerpark, Ballinasloe.  

The WFD risk of these waterbodies is listed in Table 1 and in Figure 2.  
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Table 1 Sub catchments within the Lower Suck PAA 

Sub Catchment Waterbodies included Risk Status 

26D_1 Suck_SC_070 
Killaderry Stream_010   Review 

Lughanagh_010 Review 

26D_2 Suck_SC_080 

Ahascragh_010 Not at Risk 

Ahascragh_020 Not at Risk 

Ahascragh_030 At Risk 

Ahascragh_040 Not at Risk 

Derrymullan Stream_010 At Risk 

Derrymullan Stream_020 At Risk 

26D_3 Suck_SC_100                
26D_5 Suck_SC_090 

Suck_150 At Risk 

Suck_160 Review 

26D_5 Suck_SC_090 

Ballyglass_010 Review 

Killegan Trib North_010 Review 

Killeglan_010 At Risk 

Cuilleen Stream_010 At Risk 

Culliaghbeg_010 Review 

26D_1 Suck_SC_070               
26D_5 Suck_SC_090 

Suck_130 Not at Risk 

26D_10 Suck_SC_050      
26D_6_Suck_SC_060 

 

 

 

 

Suck_120 At Risk 

26D_2 Suck_SC_080     
26D_5 Suck_SC_090 

Suck_140 At Risk 
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Figure 1 Lower Suck PAA Location 

 

A catchment assessment workshop was held in Castlebar on 26th to 28th April 2017. It was attended 
by representatives of local authorities (Mayo, Galway, Roscommon, Leitrim, Sligo), LAWCO, Irish 
Water, IFI, Forest Service, Coillte, NPWS, Teagasc, GSI, DAFM, Marine Institute and EPA. Based on the 
draft River Basin Management Plan priorities, a set of agreed principles and the local priorities of the 
workshop attendees, 34 areas were recommended for action in the Western Region, of which the 
Lower Suck PAA was one. The Lower Suck PAA was selected, for the following reasons:  

¶ MCPA issue at the drinking water abstraction on Suck_140.  

¶ Two deteriorated water bodies. 
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 PAA Summary 

Table 2 summaries the risk classification, environmental objectives, ecological status, significant 
pressures (and sub-category) for each water body within the PAA.  Figure 2 and Figure 3  illustrate the 
ecological status classification and risk classification for the Lower Suck PAA waterbodies. Seven 
significant pressure types have been identified in the PAA: Hydromorphology, extractive industry, 
agriculture, forestry, urban waste water, domestic waste water and anthropogenic.  

 

Figure 2  Lower Suck PAA Ecological Status 

 






















































































































































