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1. Background 
 
Lough Allen is 3345 hectares sitting mainly in Co. Leitrim with an area to the SW in Co. Roscommon 
(Fig. 3), the lake is elongated in a north to south direction with the Upper Shannon flowing into the 
lake from the north and flowing out in the south. The Yellow River sub-catchment flows into the lake 
from the east with the Owengar River sub-catchment and Arigna River sub-catchment flowing in 
from the west, the Feorish River sub-catchment flows into the Upper Shannon downstream of lough 
Allen (Fig. 1). The town of Drumshanbo lies at the southern tip of the lake. 
 
On Sunday the 28th June 2020 at the end of a week of increased rainfall following a prolonged period 
of approx. 13 weeks of low rainfall, a landslide occurred in the Diffagher_010 catchment causing 
significant damage at the Dawn of Hope Bridge, sediment blocking the road approx. 3km 
downstream at Corcormick Bridge, and sediment impacts being visible approx. 8km downstream of 
the Dawn of Hope Bridge as far as Corry Strand on Lough Gill. An investigation carried out by Leitrim 
Co.Co. using drone footage pinpointed the initial failure area to approx. 1km NE of the Dawn of Hope 
Bridge on the boundary of an area of privately owned forestry and an area of blanket bog/wet heath 
in the Boleybrack Mountain SAC. 
 
As part of the Initial Characterisation Assessment carried out for the 2nd cycle River Basin 
Management Plan (RBMP), a total of 7 waterbodies were included in the Lough Allen PAA, Lough 
Allen itself and 6 river waterbodies: the inflowing Shannon (Upper)_030 and the outflowing and 
inflowing Shannon (Upper)_040; the inflowing Stony_010, Sheskinacurry_010 and Drumshanbo 
Stream_010 in the Yellow River catchment; and the inflowing Tarmo_010 in the Arigna River 
catchment (Fig. 1). A further three river waterbodies are discussed here at desk study stage:  

1. the Owennayle_020, which flows into the Shannon (Upper)_030, due to a deterioration in 
ecological status since 2nd cycle characterisation and now classified as At Risk. This 
waterbody has been included in the Lough Allen PAA in the draft 3rd cycle RBMP with 
LAWPRO as the responsible organisation, however the most recent status (2016-2021) has 
improved to High. The Owennayle_010 has also been included in the draft plan, but with 
Leitrim Co.Co. as the responsible organisation. 

2. the Diffagher_010 and 
3. the Owengar (Leitrim)_010, both due to the impact from the June 2020 landslide discussed 

above. 
These waterbodies will be included in the PAA at local catchment assessment (LCA) stage if found to 
be impacting the downstream water quality of Lough Allen or the Shannon (Upper)_030. 
Lough Allen itself is at a moderate ecological status driven by macrophyte status and morphological 
status, the Shannon (Upper)_040 is also at a moderate ecological status but driven by fish status 
alone, the Drumshanbo Stream_010 was at poor 2013-2018 ecological status due to invertebrate 
status (it also has nutrient issues), but has made a slight recent improvement to moderate for the 
2016-2021 status period. The Stony_010, Sheskinacurry_010, Tarmo_010 and Shannon (Upper)_030 
have Review risk status and low confidence, modelled ecological status assigned for the 3rd Cycle (2nd 
Cycle unassigned status). 
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Figure 1 Flow diagram for the Upper Shannon Catchment (26A), waterbodies are grouped by sub-catchment, with WFD Risk 

stated and colour coded by Ecological Status (2013-2018), waterbodies included in the Lough Allen PAA at Initial 2nd cycle 

Characterisation are identified with a blue tick. 

 

 
Figure 2 Map of Lough Allen PAA and surrounds showing WFD Risk (2nd cycle) and Ecological Status (2013-2018), waterbodies 

included in the PAA at desk study stage are shown in blue, (please note the white arrow indicates that the Shannon 

(Upper)_040 river waterbody enters the lake from the NE and outflows in the south). 
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Figure 3 Lough Allen PAA in relation to county boundaries. 

 
Reasons why the Area for Action was chosen: 

¶ Multiple pressures which can be investigated at the same time 

¶ Long term challenge requiring cross agency approach 
 
EPA characterisation data: 
The initial characterisation sub-catchment assessment recommended that the following actions be 
undertaken: 
 
Allen: 

¶ IA9 Lake pressures: Local catchment assessment needed with respect to pressures. The lake 
water body is large and therefore resource allocation will need considered. 

 
SHANNON (Upper)_040: 

¶ IA1 Provision of Information: Internal review of fish status needed and update from IFI is 
required. Currently, the Moderate biology status is driven by coarse fish being present. 
However, for Salmonid species to travel up to this water, they have to travel long distances, 
etc and therefore, it needs to be determined if the Moderate fish status is appropriate. 
 

TARMO_010: 

¶ IA3 Determination of Water Quality (unassigned waterbody): There is currently no data 
available, therefore a river walk and samples need to be carried out. 

 
SHANNON (Upper)_030: 

¶ IA3 Determination of Water Quality (unassigned waterbody): Local catchment assessment to 
include water samples and walk. 

 
Drumshanbo stream_010: 

¶ IA5 Multiple Sources in defined rural area (1km) or waterbody or rural town: Investigation is 
needed along the stretch of the water body between monitoring points ending with 0300 and 
0400 in order to determine what is causing the increase in Tot am 

¶ IA1 Provision of Information: Watching Brief Continue monitoring to determine whether 
water quality improves after WWTP upgrade. 

 
















































































































































































