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Disclaimer  

Although every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the material contained in this publication, 

complete accuracy cannot be guaranteed. The Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) nor the 

author(s) accept any responsibility whatsoever for loss or damage occasioned, or claimed to have been 

occasioned, in part or in full as a consequence of any person acting or refraining from acting, as a result of a 

matter contained in this publication. 
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1. Background 
This subcatchment covers the Cooley Peninsula. The main river channel comprises the Big (Louth) River, 

comprised of two water bodies (Big (Louth)_010 IE_NB_06B010100 and Big (Louth)_020) 

IE_NB_06B010300. The Big River rises on Slievetrasna (near the Windy Gap) in the Cooley Mountains at 

a height of 409 m. It flows in a south-easterly direction to enter Dundalk Bay some 1.5 km east of GyleΩs 

Quay. The total length of the river is 10.5 km, and it drains a catchment of some 28.16 km. The geology 

of the catchment consists mainly of acid intrusive rocks near the source of the river with some outcrops 

of limestone in the lowlands. Ecological status of Big (Louth)_010 is Good for 2010-2015; nutrient 

concentrations are low. Ecological status of Big (Louth)_020 is Moderate for 2010-2015, driven by 

invertebrate status. The only chemistry data available for this water body is just upstream of Big 

(Louth)_20. 

The biologistΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ нлмр ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ ό[ƻǳǘƘύ wƛǾŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΥ ΨAn 

unwelcome deterioration in ecological condition was noted at both sites on the Big (Louth) in June 2015. 

The previous high status recorded in 2011 has been lost, with the upper site (0100) now of good ecological 

quality while the lower site is moderately pollutedΩ 

The following reasons for selection were listed in the Border Regional Operational Committees 

prioritisation report  

¶ Desk study into abstraction regime. 

¶ Was at High status in the recent past. 

¶ Engagement possibilities with interested farmers in the area  

¶ The BIG (LOUTH)_010 IE_NB_06B010100 ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǘ ΨDƻƻŘΩ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ǘŀǘǳǎ for the period 2010-

нлмр ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²C5 Ǌƛǎƪ ƛǎ Ψbƻǘ ŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΩ ¢ƘŜ Big (LOUTH)_20 IE_NB_06B010300 is at ΩaƻŘŜǊŀǘŜΩ 

Ecological status ŀƴŘ Ψ!ǘ ǊƛǎƪΩ 

Sources of Information  

¶ EPA Characterisation data 

¶ Louth Co Council  

¶ EPA Regional Laboratory Sampling results  

¶ EPA IPPC licence file 

EPA Characterisation data 

IA7 Take repeated samples of conductivity/dissolved oxygen profile up the stream. Look at the pipes and 

discharges. Local authority to liaise with IFI due to their local knowledge. A desk study of the abstraction 

regime associated with the IPC licence required.
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Figure 1 Water-framework Directive Risk map of the Big (Louth)_20 near Carlingford in County Louth. 

2. Receptor Information and Assessment 
There is one waterbody in the Big (Louth)_20 River catchment that has been identified as at risk based on the reporting 

2012-2015. The biological status is based on the Q-value assessment 2015, which categorises the Big (Louth)_20 as 

Moderate status. Water quality results for the chemical status are presented for an operational monitoring station 

RS06B010300 Riverstown Br at the lower end of the Big (Louth)_20 catchment located on the R175 road for the 

monitoring periods up to 2015.  

 

Table 1 Summary of waterbodies status and risk 

Sub-
Catchment 

WB  WB Code Risk Eco. Status1. 

07/09  10/12   10/15   
WQ 
data 

Sig. 
Pressure 

AA IA  

Status  
Objective 

 

BIG 
(LOUTH)_010 

BIG 
(Louth) 

 
Good 

IE_NB_06B010100 

Not 
at 

risk 

GES GES GES Yes  N   

BIG 
(LOUTH)_020 

BIG 
(Louth) 

 
 

Good 

IE_NB_06B010300 

At 
risk  

PES HES MES No Industry- 
IPC facility 

and 
Section 4  

Y IA7  
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Figure 2 Location of the investigative monitoring stations at the Lower end of the Big (Louth)_20 near Carlingford in County Louth.  

 

2.1 Big Louth_10 
¶ The 2015 biological data characterises the river in the Big(Louth)_10 as Good ecological status (Q4) 

¶ The ecological status rose to high status in 2011 from Good status in 2009 and returned down to Good in 2015.  










































