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1 Introduction

1.1 Backgroundo the PriorityAreafor Action

Lough Key Priority Area for Action (PAAd@sited in North Roscommon between the towns of Boyle
and Carrickon-Shannon and is an area of approximately 8G @igure 3. The PAA forms part of the
wider 26B Upper Shannon Catchment and 26B_3 Boyle_Sc F0gOré 3. The PAA is bordered tioe

north by the Lough Allen PAA and to the south by the Killukin/Shannon PAA. The PAA asfeelected
focused work during the" cycle river basin management plan includes the 6 waterbednesriver
waterbodies Boyle_040, Demesne_010 and Mocmoyne_010 and the lake waterbddieBoyle,
Oakportand Key. It has been proposedby RoscommonCounty Counciland LAWPRQo add the
following 2 water bodies to the PAA in th& 8ycle implementation of the Riv@asin Management
Plan, therefore for completeness, the following water bodies are also included within this deskstudy,
although fieldwork will not be undertaken until thé’Zycle when the River Basin Management Plan
covering 2022 to 2027 has beapproved: Boyle 020 and Boyle 030. The addition of these water
bodiesallowfor better characterisatiorof the water bodiesat subcatchmenscale.

The waters generally flow in a south eastern direction with the Mocmoyne_010 flowing into the
Boyle_030. Th&oyle_030 in turn flows into the Boyle_040. There are multiple tributaries of the
Boyle_040 river. Ten of the twelve tributaries are inflows to Lough Key, one flows into Derrywanna
Lough and Cornacarta Lough Respectively, and the other tributary flow®ikport. Lough Key is
locatedin the eastof the sub-catchment.FinLoughisin the southreastof the sub-catchment,flowing

into Demesne_26_010 which in turn flows into Lough Key / Boyle 040. Oakport lake is also in the
south-east,situatedon the lower reachesof Boyle _040.

Both Lough Key and Boyle_040are At Risk while the Fin Boyle, Oakport, Demesne_010and
Mocmoyne_010 are aReview There is little data available on these four waterbodies as they are
unassignendnot monitoredby the EPA(Figure3).

AFA0118 oughKeyPAAFO2 1
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Figurel LoughKeyPAALocation

A catchment assessment workshop wed in Castlebar on 26to 28" April 2017. It was attended

by representatives of local authorities (Mayo, Galway, Roscommon, Leitrim, Sligo), LAWCO, Irish
Water, IFl,ForestService Coillte, NPWSTeagascz SIDAFM Marine Institute and EPABasedn the

draft River Basin Management Plan priorities, a set of agreed principles and the local priorities of the

workshop attendees, 34 areas were recommended for action in the Western Region, of which Lough

KeyPAAwasone. LoughKeyPAAwasselected, fothe followingreason:

wlmportantfor tourism.
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Figure2 LoughKey PAAwithin the 26B_3Boyle_Sc_028ub-catchment
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1.2 PAASummary

Table 1summaries the risk classification, environmental objectives, ecological status, significant
pressures (and subategory) for each water body within the PAAgure 3and Figure 4illustrate the
ecologicabtatusclassificatiorandriskclassificatiorfor the LoughKeyPAAwaterbodies.Fa the Lough

Key Lake water body, two significant pressure types have been identified; Anthropogenic pressures
(boating and Lough Key Forest Park have been identified as potential pressures) and invasive species
(zebra mussels).Anthropogenipressureshave also been determined to be significant for the
Boyle_040 river water body, which is assessed at Cootehall Bridge which is downstream of Oakport

lake.

LOGHER (ROSCOMMON) 010f> o & J N i il A
© Ordnance Survey Ireland. All rights reserved. Licence number: 2019/0Si_NMA_073
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Figure3 LoughKeyEcologicabtatus
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Figure4 LoughKeyRiskMap

1.3 InformationSource<onsulted

Several information sources were consulted during the preparation of the desk study for the Lough
KeyPAAincluding:

WFDweb applicationg EPAcharacterisatiordata

Satellitelmageryfor analysindanduse https://www.planet.com

Googleearthfor time lapseaerial imagery.
LAWPRORoscommorCountyCounciiMCCworkshopon 18th October2019in Roscommon.
Pers.Commdrom RoscommorCountyCouncil

= —a —a . -a
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