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1 Introduction 
 

Background to the Priority Area for Action 
 

Lough Key Priority Area for Action (PAA) is located in North Roscommon between the towns of Boyle 
and Carrick-on-Shannon and is an area of approximately 80 km2 (Figure 1). The PAA forms part of the 
wider 26B_Upper Shannon Catchment and 26B_3 Boyle_Sc_020 (Figure 2). The PAA is bordered to the 
north by the Lough Allen PAA and to the south by the Killukin/Shannon PAA. The PAA as selected for 
focused work during the 2nd cycle river basin management plan includes the 6 waterbodies- the river 
waterbodies- Boyle_040, Demesne_010 and Mocmoyne_010 and the lake waterbodies- Fin Boyle, 
Oakport and Key. It has been proposed by Roscommon County Council and LAWPRO to add the 
following 2 water bodies to the PAA in the 3rd cycle implementation of the River Basin Management 
Plan, therefore for completeness, the following water bodies are also included within this deskstudy, 
although fieldwork will not be undertaken until the 3rd cycle when the River Basin Management Plan 
covering 2022 to 2027 has been approved: Boyle_020 and Boyle_030. The addition of these water 
bodies allow for better characterisation of the water bodies at subcatchment scale. 

 
The waters generally flow in a south eastern direction with the Mocmoyne_010 flowing into the 
Boyle_030. The Boyle_030 in turn flows into the Boyle_040. There are multiple tributaries of the 
Boyle_040 river. Ten of the twelve tributaries are inflows to Lough Key, one flows into Derrywanna 
Lough and Cornacarta Lough Respectively, and the other tributary flows into Oakport. Lough Key is 
located in the east of the sub-catchment. Fin Lough is in the south-east of the sub-catchment, flowing 
into Demesne_26_010 which in turn flows into Lough Key / Boyle_040. Oakport lake is also in the 
south-east, situated on the lower reaches of Boyle_040. 

 
Both Lough Key and Boyle_040 are At Risk while the Fin Boyle, Oakport, Demesne_010 and 
Mocmoyne_010 are at Review. There is little data available on these four waterbodies as they are 
unassigned and not monitored by the EPA (Figure 3). 
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Figure 1 Lough Key PAA Location 

 
A catchment assessment workshop was held in Castlebar on 26th to 28th April 2017. It was attended 
by representatives of local authorities (Mayo, Galway, Roscommon, Leitrim, Sligo), LAWCO, Irish 
Water, IFI, Forest Service, Coillte, NPWS, Teagasc, GSI, DAFM, Marine Institute and EPA. Based on the 
draft River Basin Management Plan priorities, a set of agreed principles and the local priorities of the 
workshop attendees, 34 areas were recommended for action in the Western Region, of which Lough 
Key PAA was one. Lough Key PAA was selected, for the following reason: 

 
ω Important for tourism. 
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Figure 2 Lough Key PAA within the 26B_3 Boyle_Sc_020 sub-catchment 
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PAA Summary 
 

Table 1 summaries the risk classification, environmental objectives, ecological status, significant 
pressures (and sub-category) for each water body within the PAA. Figure 3 and Figure 4 illustrate the 
ecological status classification and risk classification for the Lough Key PAA waterbodies. For the Lough 
Key Lake water body, two significant pressure types have been identified; Anthropogenic pressures 
(boating and Lough Key Forest Park have been identified as potential pressures) and invasive species 
(zebra mussels).Anthropogenic pressures have also been determined to be significant for the 
Boyle_040 river water body, which is assessed at Cootehall Bridge which is downstream of Oakport 
lake. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 3 Lough Key Ecological Status 
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Figure 4 Lough Key Risk Map 
 
 

 

Information Sources Consulted 
 

Several information sources were consulted during the preparation of the desk study for the Lough 
Key PAA including: 

 
¶ WFD web application ς EPA characterisation data 

Á Satellite Imagery for analysing land use- https://www.planet.com 

¶ Google earth for time lapse aerial imagery. 

¶ LAWPRO/ Roscommon County Council (MCC) workshop on 18th October 2019 in Roscommon. 

¶ Pers. Comms from Roscommon County Council 

https://www.planet.com/

































































































