
Draft River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2022 – 2027 

Our Waters, Our Future, Our Plan.

An Daingean-Castleisland
Public Meeting, March 9th 2022, 

7.30 pm



Thank you for taking the time to attend this meeting

Meeting format

• 30 minutes presentations
• 30 minutes discussion/ Q&A

Fran Igoe, Regional Coordinator

Mary Barrett, Catchment Scientist





• Importance of good water quality

• Overview of Draft River Basin Management Plan

• Work to date for protecting and restoring our rivers and lakes

• Water quality, both nationally and locally

• Open discussion on local water quality issues and water bodies

What this meeting is about



What this meeting is not about



• Health and wellbeing : physical, mental, spiritual.

• Jobs in the local economy.

• Safe future for you, your family, your community.

• Nature and a healthy environment.

• Sense of place and connection with your local area

The importance of good water quality



Photo: Irish Times

Killarney National Park, Macgillycuddy's Reeks 
And Caragh River Catchment SAC

Kerry is unique for many species 



Lough Caragh

Arctic char – an example of unique 
heritage in Co Kerry



ND1 PCR-RFLP 
mtDNA haplotypic 
frequency 
distribution

Different colours 
represent distinct 
haplotypes

12 observed 
haplotypes

• 46% populations 
fixed for one 
haplotype

• 42% → 2-3 
haplotypes

• 12% → 4+ 
haplotypes

Genetically 
very 
diverse



In the winter thousands and thousands of 
salmon come through Killarney Lakes and 
up the Flesk to spawn. The larger ones do 
not leave the Flesk but many of the smaller 
ones of from seven to 12 pounds weight go 
up the tributaries of the Flesk - The FINOW 
to Loughfguittane

https://www.duchas.ie/en

Salmon Fishing



Shellfish production



A national plan that aims to protect and restore 
good water quality in our rivers, lakes, estuaries, 
groundwater, and coastal waters.

For the benefit health, biodiversity, climate, and 
communities.

Draft River Basin Management Plan 
for Ireland 2022 – 2027 



• Achieve at least good water quality in all waters by 2027.

• State agencies, local authorities and public bodies working together 

• Involvement of water users and the public

– giving a voice to communities!

• River Basin Management Plans, in three cycles: 

• 1st Cycle 2009-2015

• 2nd Cycle 2018-2021 

• 3rd Cycle 2022-2027

EU Water Framework Directive



Nationwide - 650 Community groups engaged with LAWPRO

Progress in the 2nd Cycle (since 2018)



Joined-up thinking

Collaboration between public bodies



Working with Communities



Water Quality
Nationally and Locally

Focusing on County Kerry

Mary Barrett

Southwest Region



‘A catchment is a specific area of 
the landscape that collects 
rainfall and allows it to flow 
through rivers, lakes and 
groundwater to reach the sea.’

The health of water within a 
catchment reflects both the 
natural attributes and the human 
activities occurring within that 
specific area. 

What is a catchment?
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European Union 
Water Framework Directive

High

Good

Moderate

Poor

Bad

What do we mean by water quality?



• 53% of our surface 
waters are in Good or 
High ecological status.

• 47% are in an 
unsatisfactory ecological 
status

The health of Ireland’s 
streams, rivers, lakes, 
and estuaries.



Main Pressures on Water Quality
National Data Source: 

EPA

2nd Cycle: 2018-2021
v

3rd Cycle: 2022-2027



Period High Good Moderate Poor Bad

SW 2007 – 2009 30% 51% 13% 4% 1%

SW 2010 – 2012 37% 45% 11% 6% 0%

SW 2010 – 2015 26% 48% 17% 9% 0%

SW 2013 – 2018 11% 61% 19% 9% 0%

National 2013 – 2018 8% 45% 28% 18% 1%

Water Quality in Kerry

Source: www.catchments.ie



Pressures on water quality, Kerry



Pressures on Water Quality
in County Kerry

Agriculture 
25.9% 

Extractive
industry 

7.9% 

Urban wastewater 6.5% 

Urban run-off 4.3% 

Forestry  
16.5% 

Hydromorphology
22.3%





Prioritised Areas for Action/ 
Boots in the water

Implementing 
Bodies



Proposed 
Cycle 3 
AFAs, 
Kerry

Go to the RBMP 
and 
www.catchments.ie

for more 
information 

http://www.catchments.ie/


Blue Dot Catchments Programme – Best of the best 

• Blue Dot (High status or 
pristine water)

1. Cleanest of natural water in 
Ireland

2. Quite rare in Ireland (<18% 
nationally)

3. Water quality essential for 
salmon and trout – especially 
for breeding grounds

4. Supports rare species such as 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel

5. Supports a range of 
increasingly threatened 
insects and other 
invertebrates



Water quality of Arctic char loughs

- In the ideal world should 

all be Blue (high status)



New Zealand 
Pygmyweed 

Removal Project at 
Lough Gill

Water Quality  and 
Biodiversity Training in 

IRD Duhallow

River Feale Integrated 
Catchment 
Management Plan 

Sustainable 
Development & Usage 
of the Waterville 
Catchments and 
Ballinskelligs Bay Plan

Local Authority 
Waters Programme
A digital journey 
through a selection of 
Blue Dot Catchments

‘Cards from the 
Waterside’

Feale, 
Fahaduff/Upper 

Maine, Lee, 
Owenmore, Inny/L. 
Currane, Deenagh

Working with Communities – in Co. Kerry

https://www.heritageweek.ie/projects/online-interactive-journey-through-a-selection-of-blue-dot-catchments


Community Water Development Fund

• The Community Water 
Development Fund supports 
community initiatives 

• Protect & improve water quality 
through local action

• €380,000 grant aid (2021)

• 145 applications in 2020

• Unsuccessful groups assisted 
to find alternative funding



Working with Communities





Supporting Community activities

Invasive species
New Zealand Pondweed -



‘Cards from the Waterside’ Project
‘Cards from the Waterside’ is a collaborative project between 
artists and communities with a focus on discussions around the 
importance of good water quality and how this intersects with 
climate change, biodiversity, and culture heritage. 

Through a series of workshops, the artists and communities are 
co-creating greeting cards that depict an image that 
encompasses what the community values about their local 
water body and why it is important to the locality. 

Launch event Oct 24th Killarney House and Gardens
Booking essential



Water and Biodiversity 
Catchment focused 

training for communities
• Innovative 8 Module course

• Water literacy and practical tips for 
communities

• Tailored for local area (waterbody)

• Citizen science

• Development of local plans & projects

• Networking

• 20 Local Action Groups trained in 2021

• Dept Rural and Community Development 
have requested that this be rolled out to 
LEADER companies for the next cycles

• Special focus on Blue dot waterbodies 
where relevant

Rural Development Companies  



Developing Citizen science 
for ROI

Working to get a system that works for 
Ireland



Stories from the waterside 
– public engagement & participation

• Initiative to engage 
communities during the early 
period of the Covid 19 
Pandemic

• Different phases: From 
Competition, publication of a 
book, creation of a dedicated 
website set up for “stories 
from the waterside” 
community, to a  national 
“stories from the waterside” 
reading event .

• Lots of stories from Co Kerry

Next one planned for March 22nd

World Water Day
www.storiesfromthewaterside.ie

http://www.storiesfromthe/


The Plan for the next 6 years



The main themes in the plan

• Increased national ambition to halt the decline in water quality 
and reverse the damage. 

• Integrated Catchment Planning – a specific plan put in place for 
each of the 46 river catchments in the country. 

• Greater coordination and collaboration between State agencies, 
local authorities, and LAWPRO.

• Delivering multiple benefits for nature, air quality, climate 
change, and local communities.  



Appendix 2 contains 111 different measures. 
Here are some key themes:

Governance/ 
Implementation

Public 
Participation Agriculture Hydromorphology

/ Physical changes

Business

Urban 
Wastewater

Surface 
Water run-

off

Septic 
Tanks

Peat 
Extraction

Drinking 
Water

Invasive 
Species

Aquaculture

Land Use 
Planning

Forestry

Programme of Measures
(2022 – 2027)



The proposed measures tackle the impacts on water 
quality from human activities. 

Agriculture

Physical 
Modifications

Urban 
Wastewater

Forestry

Septic 
Tanks

Surface water
Run-off

Peat 
Extraction



Nature based approach to surface 
water management

Support Climate 
adaptation and 

mitigation
-resilience



Your views matter

1. Make a submission here this evening 
• Paper format
• QR code link https://tinyurl.com/rbmp2027

2. Visit the Virtual Consultation Room at www.lawaters.ie

3. You can also send comments by email to info@lawaters.ie

4. Post to 

Local Authority Waters Programme
Ballingarrane,
Clonmel. Co. Tipperary 
E91 X370

https://tinyurl.com/rbmp2027
http://www.lawaters.ie/
mailto:info@lawaters.ie


Thank you for your attention
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• How important is good water quality to me?

• What do I think of work to date to protect and restore WQ?

• What needs to happen to protect and restore WQ in the rivers, 
lakes and Coast of Co Kerry?


