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OVERVIEW



• IFI charged with Protection and 

Conservation of the fisheries resource – FISH 

& HABITATS (including WATER)

• Area of responsibility – inland surface waters 

and marine waters extending to the 12 mile 

limit

• Range of species – all freshwater fish plus 

certain marine species (European Bass, 

Native Oysters) 

Legislative Background



Fisheries & Sustainability



IFI Structure



IFI and the Planning System

IFI’s environmental framework themes:

1. Regulatory / Enforcement Roles

A. Incident Management

B. Expert Witness 

C. Planning, Licensing and Compliance

2. Expertise, Knowledge & Sectoral Input

3. Stewardship and Advocacy



IFI and the Planning System

IFI core responsibilities as a Prescribed Authority / Notifiable body

under:

• Sections 11, 12, 13, 24, 28 of Planning and Development Act, 
2000 - No. 30 of 2000 (as amended) and 

• Sections 13, 15, 28, 82, 121, 169, 179, 213 of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2000 (S.I. 600 of 2001)

• Article 20 of the Environmental Protection Agency (Licensing) 

Regulations, 1994 S.I. 85 (1994), Article 18 of the Waste 

Management (Licensing) Regulations, S.I. No. 133 (1997) and 

under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats 

Regulations 2011)

• IFI responsibilities under the Heritage Act 1995 and related 

provisions under the Fisheries Acts… 



IFI and the Planning System

• The Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1999…requires IFI to 

have regard for the need for ‘sustainable 

development’

• The Inland Fisheries Act 2010 …IFI must have regard 

to the requirements of the European Communities 

(Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997 (S.I. No. 94 of 

1997) and the need for the sustainable development 

of the inland fisheries resource (including the 

conservation of fish and other species of fauna and 

flora habitats and the biodiversity of inland water 

ecosystems).



Fisheries & Sustainability

COLLABORATION

PARTNERSHIPS

INNOVATION 

INTEGRATED SYSTEMS & ACTION

CONTEXT



OVERVIEW



Freshwater 
habitats are the 
worst hit, with 
populations 
having 
collapsed by up 
to 83%



• Increased understanding 
of how rivers work

• Improved engineering 
techniques – soft 
engineering / SUDS

• Early consultation / 
cooperation is essential –
Integrated Management

Opportunity 

for action 
at scale

Nature

People

Built 
Environment

100’s species, rewilding / wildlife corridors, 

enhance biological diversity, preserve 

heritage 

Safe and people friendly, quality of life, 

open space, enhanced living environment  

Urban development feature, enhance urban 

fabric / place-making, Climate resilience, 

cost efficiency

Nature-Based Solutions
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IFI Guidelines



Where to from here…?

Many Shared Strategic Goals including:

• Sustainable Planning and Development

• Integrated Catchment Management 

• Implementation of 3rd Cycle RBMP

• Climate / Biodiversity Action

Relationships and Collaboration

PLEASE USE THE GUIDELINES



THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR 

ATTENTION


