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12-year strategic planning and economic
development framework

2040 Population Projections
• almost 2 million in Southern Region
• Population growth of 50% to 60% in cities
• compact growth focused on urban areas

High-quality green and blue spaces are important not 
just for nature but health and wellbeing, particularly in 
the context of an increasingly urban society and 
increasing settlement densities





Climate Change and 
Spatial Planning 

• Climate Change is changing the 
context of planning, - shaping its 
priorities

• Strengthened environmental 
dimension – new rationale for 
priorities 

• Catalyst for refocusing priorities



Tackle 

the 

cause 

Build 

Resilience  



Policy Support for SuDS

“Spatial planning can play a significant role in ensuring that the design 
of developments prevent and reduces diffuse pollution, including the 
use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS), blue green infrastructure 
and nature based solutions.”   Southern RSES



Developing Blue Green Infrastructure (BGI) and 
Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) in the

Southern Region

Opportunity

…..to investigate the shared challenges that pertain to the 
implementation of BGI and NBS in our Region

Purpose

• develop better BGI and NBS solutions

• enhance collaboration across a range of agencies



Shared Challenge

PRACTICAL INCORPORATION AND 
IMPLEMENTATION OF BGI AND NBS 

AT PROJECT LEVEL



A Pilot Approach

Lets look at a pilot of local authority projects. 

Flood Relief & Public 
Realm Scheme 

Peatland Rewetting 
in a Public Park

Greenway Improvement 
Scheme

City Centre Open Space 
and Recreation Space

Wetland Enhancement



A Pilot Approach

• Bring in expertise to identify co-benefits and added value to each project 

• Public sector collaboration

• Design options

• Work through issues raised 



What is 
progress? 

✓ Better multi-agency collaboration

✓ Process of learning 

✓ Innovative approaches

✓ Co-benefits and added value

5 exemplary project examples of 
incorporating Blue Green Infrastructure and 
Nature Based Solutions



Växjö, Sweden



Raising the Ambition
• Target project design stage

• Multi-agency coordination 

• Identifying & Communicating tangible benefits (e.g. cost benefit)

• An even more ambitious policy approach  

• Bidding capacity – EU Green Deal opportunities 

Nature based SuDS needs to be consistently applied across all types of development 



Thank You!

Bryan Riney   briney@southernassembly.ie

www.southernassembly.ie
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